J

pato]
(N

Y

:
g
Z
g\
:
?
2
g
!
g
!
!
)
5
:
g
)
:

SHELL CAMEO
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LAPIDARY WHEELS
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STEEL CENTER DIAMOND CUT-OF
WHEELS . . . . unsurpassed for fast smooth
cutting-off action on all gem materials.
DIAMOND CUP WHEELS . . . . excellent
for general stone grinding, forming cabachons,
and faceting . . . . extremely long life.
SPECIAL VITRIFIED GRINDING
WHEELS . .. . cut fast and cool, offer better
visibility while grinding . . . . less cracking of
critical gems . . . . less glazing.
DRESSING STICKS . ... manufactured with
specifications particularly suited for truing
either the face or side of Lapidary vitrified
wheels.

All of these Lapidary products manufactured under
Bay State’s exacting standards warrant your trial.

Write us for your nearest dealer, who can make
immediate stock shipments on most items.

Consislenkly Duplicated

BAY STATE ABRASIVE PRODUCTS CO. « WESTBORO, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S.A.
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FIRST EDITION SPECIAL

We have just received 5000 lbs. of the finest BRAZILIAN AGATE
we have ever seen. This is all good solid material. Pieces are from
1 to 30 Ibs. in weight. This material was imported early in the War
for special commercial applications relating to the War effort. Un-

-til the supply is exhausted we are offering this material at $1.75 per

1b.; 5 lbs. for $7.50.

Sawed Slabs of this material at $.25 to $1.00 per sq. in., depending on
color, designs, etc.

A NEW LAPIDARY DEVELOPMENT

Developed by our Research Engineer and manufactured to our speci-
fications by the Bay State Abrasive Products Company of Westboro,
Massachusetts.

A DIAMOND GRINDING WHEEL for the grinding of cabochons
and faceted stones. WIill grind any gem materials, from turquoise
to diamonds.

Grinds faster and smoother. The gem stone is always cold. This
wheel never becomes bumpy or requires truing and dressing.

Commercial Lapidary Cutters have found that this diamond grinding
wheel is the most economical wheel to use.

W ll give years of satisfactory service, and is designed for the Lapi-
dary who desires the finest equipment obtainable.

Specifications :—Diameter 5”; Type—Cup Shape; Rim Width—
1 1/16”; Hole Size—As specified; Diamond depth—.0325".

PRICE — $54.00

MICHIGAN
LAPIDARY SUPPLY & RESEARCH COMPANY

195 Pierce Street Birmingham, Michigan

We are distributors for:—B & | Mfg. Co.; Felker Mfg. Co.; Bay State Abrasive Products
Company, Covington; Lapidary Equipment Company; Allen Lapidary Equipment Com-
pany, Alta; Poly Products; Norton Company; American Diamond Saw Company; and
many others.

Write for our 1947 Lapidary Catalog. There is no charge.

=== = —

April, 1947




(Greetings! Pebble Polishers!

Make your vacation complete. See us this summer in

ELLENSBURG, right on U.S. Highway 10 and 97
[DENTIFIED PETRIFIED WOOD from the famous Central Wash-

ington forests. Many varieties at 15¢ per sq. in. rough; 35¢ per
sq. in. polished one side. (specimens)

MONTANA AGATE gem material, $1.00 per 1b. up

PRIDAY THUNDER EGG HALVES polished, $1.50; unpolished
$1.00. (specimens)

NORTON Diamond Saws, grinding wheels, sanding cloths.

Please include postage and 3% State Tax. Add 209 Federal
Luxury Tax on gem material.

CASCADE AGATE SHOP

“Gems of the Golden West”

Mr. and Mrs. James H. Reese
501 West 8th Street Ellensburg, Washington

SPECIAL THIS ISSUE ONLY

Priday Ranch: Nodulas; 3 .1Ds:: c assials 5 6 s 5w ilm s el oo s nlen ok 5 sl s sialie $ 1.00

Priday Ranch Nodules from plume bed but Red Meoss, 3 Ibs.. .. ........... 5.00

Polka Dot frofm| Priday [IRaneh; S5 IDaRmli . o e i, ST S it 4.00

Sawed Nodules 50¢ up Polished—25¢ up Not Polished

Oregon Moss Agate $2.50 [by; 3 155 . 5. sk i s sl shisteestors o aheiisials e sle oy as 5.00

Oregon Obsidian Black and Black and Red, 75¢ |b.,, 10 lbs............... 5.00

Oregon Obsidian Nodules, 75¢ |b.,, 10 Ibs.. ....... ... .. ... ......... 5.00
ALL OBSIDIAN GEM QUALITY

Montana Moss ‘Agate $2.50 1b., 257 1bS. . o« v vie eiate oo obara pisiia e s nalhinin a o 37.50

Wyoming Jade 50c¢ square inch. Slab approx. 314 inches square.......... 5.00

................................................. 5.00
Davey’s RapiDesign Stone Guides, Jewelry supplies—Earrings,” Earwires—Brooches—
Pendants—Rings—Chains. Round Brooch mounts, double or single, $1.25 value—
80c. 209% tax on all jewelry.

Hillquist Lapidary Equipment in stock, write for catalogue; also a complete line of
lapidary supplies.
Agate Jewelry wholesale and retail, catalogue con request. Custom work on your
stone. We can handle a limited amount of faceting. Rock pencil free with any
order in this ad.

ALL ORDERS F.0.B. PORTLAND, ORECON

CLARENCE A. AMES CO.

TAbor 3093
3701 S. E. HAWTHORNE PORTLAND 15, OREGON
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A DEDICATION
By LELANDE QUICK :

F 1T is possible for anyone in America

to be happier at the birth of the
LAPIDARY JOURNAL than ourselves
[ know who it is most likely to be. It
will no doubt be William Pitts of San
I'rancisco, known to thousands of lapi-
daries all over the country as the “Dean
of the Lapidaries.” 1 call him Uncle
Billy and he calls me variously Buddy
or Son.

Not until he anxiously opens the pages
of the JOURNAL will he know that this
first issue is dedicated to him. It is
respectfully dedicated to Uncle Billy be-
cause we can say, with no fear of con-
tradiction, that no one man has ever
done as much for the amateur lapidary
as he has. He richly deserves this small
recognition of his great contribution.

There are many, however, who do not
know what these contributions have been
and those who do will welcome a review
of them. 1 do not know about all of
them and obviously I cannot consult him
because he would protest if he knew
about this dedication. “I want no fuss,
Buddy,” he’d say, “the only recognition
of any kind that I want is just knowing
folks are enjoying my stuff out there
in the museum. You know | go out
there and lean over a case and some-
one’ll say, ‘Now isn’t that nice? Look
at that jade and just see how it looks
before it’s finished. ['m coming back
here again when | have more time. |
had no idea there was stuff here like
this. And did you ever know there was
jade in California? [ thought all that
stuff came from China.” 1 tell you,
Buddy, when I see people getting happi-
ness out of looking at my polished gems
that’s all I need. I don’t want any fancy
hoorah; just leave me out of it.”

Mr. Pitts is not an old man. lle never
will be an old man. He looks as if he
might be around 60, and a young look-
ing 60 at that. However, if he lives
another twenty years come Thanksgiving
he’ll celebrate his century. “Never tell
folks when my birthday is, Buddy, I
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just tell ’em it’s in November.” Billy
came into the world in Georgia right
after the “wah.” He became a pharma-
cist in Atlanta and stayed at his job
until he got itchy feet and an opportuni-
ty came along to travel and “detail” the
doctors of America on a food item. He
did this for almost forty years during
which time he worked for only two com-
panies. “In those days. Buddy, a fellow
really travelled.” he told me recently.
“My territory was everything south of
the Mason-Dixon line and west of the
Mississippi. It took me two years to
get around the territory and then I’d
have a couple of months’ vacation. No
automobiles then, no planes, no fast
trains even. It was rugeed. | remem-
ber when thriving cities like Oklahoma
City and Dallas were just cow paths.
You should have travelled Texas then.
There wasn’t anything there but land.”

We got back to the subject of rocks
and then he really began to reminisce.
[ must have gone through three cigars
while I just sat back and listened to his
tales of the old days. George Kunz,
greatest authority on gems, and Pitts
were constantly in touch with each other.
Billy would investigate many reported
sources of gem material for Kunz for
he got all over the country, as few
people did at the beginning of the cen-
tury. He knew everyone of importance
in the gem and mineral world just as
he does today. “Only today there are
so many, Buddy, and all the old timers
are gone. See, here’s a postal I re-
ceived from George English dated just
the day before he died. I was probably
the last man he ever wrote to. That
fellow knew more about minerals than
any man | ever knew and he was a
saint, Son, he was a saint.”

He continued. I remember as if it
were only yesterday how [ found that
orbicular jasper down at Morgan Hill.
Someone had sent me a piece of it they
had picked up near” there and I figured
it must be in place somewhere nearby.

Lapidary Journal



I got a team and drove down to the
Llagas Creek and asked a woman in a
farmhouse if I could look for rocks on
her farm and she told me to go ahead.
[f you think people regard rockhounds
as rocknuts today you should have gone
around looking for stuff forty years ago.
[ got down in the creek and found little
pieces of the jasper. As I travelled up
the creek I began to find large chunks
of it. | came to a big boulder and I
was pounding away when [ happened to
look up and there was a whole con-
founded cliff of the stuff. Well T made
a deal with a man to haul the stuff out
for me for four dollars a load. You
got a lot of work in those days for four
dollars, Son. I must have hauled out
fifty tons of that stuff. Then I figured
I had enough.”

Every museum of importance in the
United States now has a display of
cabochons and flats of the Morgan Hill
orbicular jasper, called by many “Cali-
fornia Poppy Jasper” because of the red
and yellow eyes that look like flowers.
[t is one’of the finest jaspers in exis-
tence. Not much of it exists today that
is not badly fractured but the early
material that Pitts dug was good.

Pitts began experimenting with grind-
ing machinery which he had to build
himself. There were no commercial out-
fits then, no diamond saws, no grinding
wheels as we know them today, no
cerium oxide and felt buffs, ete. Pitts
had plenty of stuff to give away and he
has spent more than half his life eiving
away gem material to people all over
the world. “That’s more than half the
fun, Buddy, giving the danged stuff to
vour friends.”

Pitts went into Death Valley in the
old mule-team days and I'll never forget
the story he told me about the biggest
fright he ever had in his life. Another
time (maybe) for that. He poked
around the original chrysoprase mines
near Porterville and bought the best of
it for Tiffany and George Kunz, who
was their gem expert at the time. “This
stuff they sell now for chrysoprase,
Buddy, is faked. It's just old chalce-
dony soaked in nickel. Now look at
this stuff.” And then he proceeded to
wrap up in a paper towel chrysoprase
that couldn’t be bought from a dealer

April, 1947

for a hundred dollars and stuck it in
my pocket. In fact it just couldn’t be
bought (period).

Uncle Billy used to get a bunch of
rock together and send it off to Ger-
many. He’d get it back in the form of
necklaces of graduated beads. These
were beautifully and perfectly done for
the unbelievable price of eight dozen
for a dollar (if memory serves) or about
a cent a piece. There is one entire case
of these necklaces in the Pitts collection
in the California Academy of Sciences in
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. The
present day value would be many thou-
sands of dollars. It is probably the
mosl representative collection of Ameri-
can gem materials in existence.

There came a day when Pitts didn’t
have to work any more. For years he
had sent his savings home to his brother
in Atlanta. His brother invested his
money for him so wisely that Billy is
well fixed and he has devoted the last
twenty years grinding away at his store-
house of good materials for all the mu-
seums in the country. He remained a
bachelor. “Couldn’t maintain a home-
life the way | travelled, Buddy,” he
told me one day. He still travels. He
spends his springs and summers putting
in a few hours each day at the California
Academy of Sciences polishing flats. He
hasn’t cut a cabochon for years; just
leans to flats and polished specimens
now. About the first of October he sets
out on a jaunt that takes him to every
important museum in the land and
winds up in Florida at Christmas time
to spend the winter with his “older sis-
ter,” now nearing the age of 100. Then
he ambles back to San Francisco in
March to sort over the material he has
gathered in his travels and catch up
with his voluminous correspondence. He
is probably the only Californian on
record who regularly winters in Florida.
“That’s because of the fishin’, Buddy.”
he says, “swell fishin® all winter in
Florida.”

The Dean has a pet aversion. It is
the person who says to him, “l sure
envy you. | wish I could just retire
and do as | please like you do.” “They
make me so danged mad,” he says, “I
always stump them by asking just what
would they do if they could do as they
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please? They seldom have an answer
so I tell ’em just what it would be like.
They’d get out of bed the first morning
they retired at maybe eight o’clock in-
stead of six or seven. They'd eat the
same breakfast and read the same news-
paper. Then they’d just rest and get
danged tired of it long before lunch
time. The next morning they'd get up
maybe a half hour earlier and do the
same thing all over again. In about
a week they’'d be getting up at the same
hour they did for most of their life and
their life would be emptier than a de-
flated balloon. Most people are just
not equipped to retire hecause they don’t
have anything like gem cutting to tie in
to. They never give a thought as to
what they’d do when they retire until
they suddenly find themselves without
an object for living—and then it’s too
late.  Most men say they want to catch
up with their fishin’ when they've been
chasing the dollar so hard they've never
done two days’ real fishin® in their entire
lives. Now me—1I just go fishin’ and
when 1 get tired fishin’ I get back to
my rocks. Just do as they please!! Why
the poor fools—" etc., etec.

Fifty years ago Mr. Pitts was sending
minerals and gem materials all over the
land and he was also shipping them
“home.” He always intended to make
San Francisco his home. “I liked Cali-
fornia, Son; all of it. You can look
for rocks practically 365 days in the
year in California and there are 365
good localities. 1 was the first man
in a good many of the spots. There
were no ‘field trips’ in those days and
you couldn’t buy stuff at every hend in
the highway. There weren’t a dozen
good dealers in the whole United States.”

I was with Mr. Pitts in the Petrified
Forest in Arizona last October. He
knew every log in fifty miles. He has
prepared and installed a magnificent
display of polished petrified wood there
in the museum. This was at the request
of the officials in charge of the Forest
as no collecting is allowed. He is as
fascinated with each piece he picks up
as if it were his first find. His enthusi-
asm is contagious. It is easy to under-
stand how he has succeeded in his life-
time of missionary work of interesting
thousands of people in rocks. I am
sure he has more knowledge of loca-
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tions than anyone living and that he
has given away more good gem material
than any ten men have ever gathered.

Long ago the California Academy of
Sciences in San Francisco gave him
ample space for his lapidary shop and
storage space for his rocks. They will
get all his great possessions when he
quits. These possessions include a huge
window of transparencies. He was
among the first, if not the very first, to
cut iris agate and sagenite and moss
agate into thin sections and show their
beauties as transparencies. He also did
much of the original development on
thin sections for projection slides. His
contribution to the lapidary art is great
in many directions but principally in the
happiness he has brought to many thou-
sands in making them realize that there
are “sermons in stones.”

Robert C. Miller, Director of the
Academy says that “Mr. Pitts has heen
connected with this Academy for the
past ten years. His title is Honorary
Curator of Gem Minerals. The collec-
tion consists of several thousand items.
We have never counted them and be-
sides he is constantly making additions.
We do not assign a cash value to the
collection because as you know Mr.
Pitts is greatly averse to anything com-
mercial.  We simply say that the col-
lection is irreplaceable. In a collection
so thoroughly good it is hard to pick
out what is best. I suppose the collec-
tion of opals, jasper. chrysoprase and
the transparencies viewed by transmitted
light are especially outstanding. To my
knowledge Mr. Pitts has specimens on
display in the Los Angeles Museum, the
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural His-
tory. the Idaho State Museum at Boise,
the Chicago Museum of Natural History
and the U. S. National Museum in addi-
tion to the California Academy of Sci-
ences. There may be others; I am quite
sure this list is incomplete.”

The Dean has seen thousands upon
thousands of mineralogists develop into
lapidaries and the recent growth of lapi-
dary societies has amazed and gratified
him.  Consequently I can well imagine
that a magazine devoted to the interests
of the lapidary and gem collector will
give him great delight. But there would
be no magazine today if it were not for
his kind encouragement and belief that
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it was needed. Therefore it is entirely  dedicate it to that ever young and kindly
fitting that this first issue be dedicated philosopher, William Pitts—“the Dean

to him and I am happy indeed to so of the Lapidaries.”

The above picture of William Pitts, working at the California Academy of Sciences in

San Francisco, was taken on February 26, 1947. He did not know it was to appear here.
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By RAYMOND M. ADDISON

542 Trving Avenue, San Jose 10, California

Vice-President of San Jose Lapidary Society

0ST BOYS acquire the habit of col-

lecting; collecting anything from
butterflies and bird’s eggs to toads and
pretty stones. In central Michigan, where
[ lived as a youngster, there were a
number of large gravel pits from which
a good grade of cement gravel was ob-
tained. From this gravel, I began col-
lecting pretty stones as a boy. There was
everything in that gravel; Petoskey
stones, banded agate. carnelian and
many other varieties. That was a long
time before I ever heard of a lapidary or
of cutting and polishing a stone.

These pretty stones were chosen for
their color. bands, or spots. | have often
wondered how much beautiful material
slipped through my fingers when I did
not know its value. From this early col-
lecting, the lure of looking for pretty
rocks became increasingly fascinating.
Some softer stones reached the grinding
wheel and odd shapes were worked. None
of them were ever polished and I don’t
know what ever hecame of them.

While serving as an apprentice en-
graver and stonesetter, in Albion. Michi-
ean, | occasionally made or repaired a
mounting for a cameo as part of my
training. These cameos were usually
made in Italy with Neopolitan scenes,
Greek mythological subjects and heads
of the Goddesses. The work was interest-
ing for once in a while some would come
into the shop carved on sardonyx or
other banded material and they were
beautifully carved. Working with these
well-cut pieces gave me the urge to try
my hand at carving. Knowing nothing of
the technique, tools of the art, or the
patience required to produce a cameo in
such hard material, it wasn’t long before
it hecame ohvious that I should work on
softer material.

My first attempt at cameo carving
was done on mother-of-pearl, the only
material at hand. The result of many
hours of tedious work was a head with
little or no likeness to the subject but
the work had been interesting. I began
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looking around for a more suitable ma-
terial.

Living in an interior state, so far from
the coast, one does not see a great variety
of sea shells. Not knowing the kind of
shell needed it was some little time be-
fore I came by good fortune to find a
Tuberosa shell someone was using for a
door stop. It proved to be the same shell
the Italians use in making many of their
cameos. This shell is found in quantities
in the Mediterranean waters. The new
material was much easier to cut and the
faster progress encouraged me for now
I had begun to get a resemblance to the
thing | was trying to reproduce.

The tuberose color of this material,
with a light cream top layer, helped a
lot in working out the details and bring-
ing out a likeness. One shell furnishes
enough material for several cameos and
by the time it was used the cameo carv-
ing idea had settled down to an or-
ganized procedure.

Passing a curio store in Denver one
day I saw a shell in the window. It was
a King Helmet (Cassis Madagascarien-
sis) of which there are several varie-
ties — Tuberosa. Queen Helmet, King
Helmet and others. The King Helmet
shell has a black coffee to brown colored
inner layer with a light cream to a pure
white over-layer. I bought it and se-
cured the name of the importer from
whom several more shells were ordered.
When these shells arrived [ took up the
art of cameo carving in earnest. In the
meantime a great deal had been learned
about the tools needed for carving. the
type of subject to choose, and how to
proceed from the beginning.

All of this type of work is done from
photographs. ~ After the first few at-
tempts | learned that care should be
used in selecting a subject as well as the
material to be used in carving. A photo-
eraph with good lights and shadows,
2ood sharp contrast, a good likeness and
a cameo type should be chosen.

My first commission for a portrait

Lapidary Journal



came from a young woman in Denver. It
was for a likeness of her mother to be
reproduced from a photograph taken
when she was eighteen years of age. The
photograph was full profile and an ex-
cellent cameo style. As this was my first
commission | tried my best to make a
good likeness. As the work progressed it
was shown to the client from time to
time. With apparent satisfaction from
her the work continued until a flaw
appeared in back of the nose which
could not be carved out and it was
necessary to begin all over again. The
second altempt progressed much faster
due to the experience gained from the
first and a good likeness was produced
which pleased the client. Of course it
made me very happy to know that, at
last, I could make an acceptable por-
Lrait.

Several other pieces were made of
people around Denver; one of an ac-
tress then appearing there. This cameo
gave me a measure of publicity which
filled my sails with an encouraging
breeze that was to take me places—it
was hoped.

Having just received a large beautiful
shell from the east African shores, I
started my largest piece. This work
measures 57 x 6145” and is mounted in
bronze, meticulously fitted around the
wrinkled shell. T was very proud of this
piece and decided to enter it in an art
exhibit being held in Denver. The day
hefore the opening 1 received a note
from the jury advising the piece would
not be shown. I was told it wasn’t a true
cameo; that one could not be made like
that and it could not be classed as art.
Therefore it would not be placed in the
exhibit. My enthusiasm for cutting
cameos dropped to zero. A good friend
wrote to one of the local papers lament-
ing the fact that the public was pre-
vented from seeing such work. It did not
console me and cameo carving was in
the doldrums. That experience discour-
aged me and my tools were laid away
for several years.

While taking art training at the old
Mark Hopkins School of Fine Arts in
San Francisco my interest in cameos was
again aroused in connection with some
sculpture studies. The idea began to
grow again in my mind to make fine
portraits in cameo; likenesses anyone
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could recognize. The search for a suit-
able subject began and the tools were
taken up again. Having lost the feel of
the tools in my hand I over-cut by try-
ing to develop some features ahead of
others. By this unintentional over-cut-
ting I discovered that shadows could be
produced on this type of shell. Close
examination of the surface of the shell
and a little experimenting revealed that
both light and shadow could be en-
hanced.

Katherine Cornell was then appearing
in San Francisco as Juliet. I secured a
splendid photograph from her from
which I made one of my best cameos.
The result of this attempt overshadowed
all previous work and quite satisfied me.

When approached with a commission
to do a portrait cameo a good photo-
graph should be available. If there is
none a sitting can be arranged and sey-
eral poses taken at different angles. The
pictures are studied and a pose selected
that is suitable for a cameo. If available
several pictures are used in carving. This
helps to get a better likeness of the sub-
ject. Once satisfied that everything is in
order the remaining part of the job is
long tedious work.

All of the cameos carved in this tech-
nique have been carved on the King
Helmet shell from the waters around
Madagascar. By examining a shell one
can see where the back is connected to
the rest of the shell. Take a pencil and
draw a line around the portion to be
removed. The whole back should be re-
moved so that good material will not be
lost. To remove the back, grind a nar-
row channel around and through on the
penciled line and the back will readily
separate. Never try to pry any part of
the shell as it may crack and good ma-
terial may be spoiled.

Many methods have heen tried to re-
move the back from shells. My best suc-
cess has been achieved by using a small
grinding wheel about 1/16”x1”. These
wheels may be purchased in many sup-
ply stores or from a dental supply firm.
An old dental motor may be used for
power. I am now using an air tool in
which the wheels are held. The air tool
turns faster and does a quicker, smoother
job.

After the backs have been removed
from several shells one is able to see



Articles used in cameo cutting. Whole shell at top. back of shell removed, buffer and cameo
blank mounted. At bottom are shown an air tool, graver blades and other mentioned articles.

and select the quality and color of the
backeround of the cameo to be carved.
If the subject is blond, a lighter section
is selected. If brunet a dark section is
used. Blond, brunet and beautiful gray
hair have been successfully reproduced
on this type of shell. Take a pencil and
mark a patch about an eighth of an inch
larger all around than the finished work
is to be. In the same manner as before
cut this patch from the last section.

Most shells have a weatherbeaten
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outer surface and some have small worm
holes in them. This must be ground down
to about 3/64th of an inch thick. It
should be done by wet grinding similar
to grinding a cabochon and it can be
done with the same wheel used to re-
move the patch. Great care must be taken
not to heat the material for it may crack
if allowed to get hot.

The patch is then ready to mount on a
small wooden block. The top of the
block is coated with a good grade of
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wax into which the patch is imbedded. A
good wax can be made by mixing three
parts sealing wax with about one part
dry shellac. The wax is heated in a small
can into which the block is dipped sev-
eral times until sufficient is built up to
hold the patch. While the wax is hot
enough to stick to the shell firmly press
the patch into it and carefully mold the
edges down with the fingers. The block
must be held firmly while the carving is
being done. An engraver’s block is pre-
ferred because the work can be turned
and tipped to any angle while making
the desired cut.

There are other tools used in carving.
One should have several common graver
handles to hold the graver blades. There
should be, at least, four flat blades; the
largest, 3/32” down to 1/64”. One
should also have half round blades,
1/16” and finer and two knife edge
blades for very fine lines.

I'or the best results from the cutting
edge the points should be ground to an
angle of 45 degrees. However, this de-
pends upon the angle the tool is held in
the hand. The blade is not considered
sharp enough unless it sticks when gent-
ly pressed in the finger-nail. If the blade
is dull it will slip along the nail. A
good pair of dividers with fine points
are needed to assist in laying out the
eyes, mouth, ete.

If the eye strain is too great one
should secure a good glass ahout 4” in
diameter with a 4” focus. The glass

Subject unknown
1 5/16 inches high

Navajo and Longhorns
1 15/16 inches long

should be mounted in such a way that
it does not interfere with the shadows
one is lrying to reproduce. The glass
should not be used more than necessary
for one may lose the proper perspective
and the work will be distorted. The com-
pleted work must look natural to the
eye, as others may see it, and not as
through a glass.

The photograph is placed in front of
the worker about an arm’s length away
and a sketch is made on the clean white
patch of the outline of the subject you
are about to carve. The silhouette should
be a little larger than the finished piece.
Remember that the patch is cut larger
than the finished cameo. Careful plan-
ning must be done to be sure the sketch
is correct and well balanced before any
cuts are made. When one is satisfied all
proportions are right use the largest flat
blade to cut away all the white material
outside of the silhouette down to the
background, but not into it. There is a
marked difference between the two layers
of material as one will soon learn as the
culting progresses.

After excess material is cut away re-
move the remaining pencil marks with an
eraser and use a hard pencil to resketch
the silhouette. Draw more carefully than
before as to detail and correctness of the
profile and general outline. Keep in
mind that a little material must be left
for the very last part of the carving for
once material is removed it is gone for-’
ever and cannot be replaced. If there

Katherine Cornell
2 inches high

Note details of hair, cloud effects and embroidery.

April, 1947
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should be any doubt about proportions,
size, or other features, erase everything
and redraw. To get correct proportions
it helps if the large photograph is re-
taken to about the size of the cameo
being carved. Use the smaller picture as
a comparison piece. When the sketch is
final continue the carving, being very
careful not to cut into the line. Cut the
top layer with a clean cut down to the
background. It is now time to begin lay-
ing in the major features. The eyes
should be placed in the proper position,
the lips in the right relationship to the
eyes, etc. This should be done with a
sharp hard pencil.

As one gains a little experience with
the tools he will learn how to bring out
the shadows such as are on the photo-
graph. By cutting deeper and deeper into
the white material approaching the
brown under-layer, a shadow will show.
Skillful carving will bring out this sha-
dow to any depth desired. The thicker
the white portion left, the whiter it will
be and from this thicker portion the
highlights are developed. Before long a
likeness will appear. When it does, one
should continue carving as long as pos-
sible for one can accomplish more in a
short while at this stage than working
intermittently. Do not spoil what you
have gained but carefully expand the
spark of likeness that has begun to show.
No part of the work should be developed
ahead of the rest for one is playing with
lights and shadows and if the whole is
not brought up together some of the
shadows may be far too dark for a well
balanced piece. At completion of the
carving search for spots that may need
final touching.

After the carving has been completed
the whole surface should be gone over
very carefully to give it a soft smooth
finish. Opinions vary, but I do not be-
lieve a cameo should be polished. The
words “finish” and “polish” should not
be confused. Polish often seems to give it
an artificial appearance and causes un-
desirable high lights. After trying al-
most everything | found that a good
grade of garnet paper of about 400 grit
is the best material to use for finishing.
This paper is cut into many small pieces
about 3/32 of an inch square. These
small squares readily adhere to the end
of a soft stick about the same size but
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several inches in length. Cut the end of
the stick to an angle of about 45 degrees
or to a natural angle as it is held in the
hand. Lightly rub the surface of the work
with the paper. You will soon see the
result and it is now your choice how far
you desire to carry out the finishing pro-
cess. This lapping operation gives the
work a beautiful satin finish, it takes
time but for a cameo to look well it
should have a beautiful finish.

Since the patch was cut a little larger
than the finished cameo it is now neces-
sary to reduce it to the size you desire
for the finished piece. Cut a hole in a
piece of dark paper as a pattern of the
size you desire and lay it over the cameo.
You can then see the design in its proper
place in relationship to the amount of
background and make adjustments.
When the size is established use a thin
blade to cut a fine line part way through
the shell and then remove the shell from
the block. To do this, immerse the block
in hot water until the wax begins to
soften. Carefully remove some of the
wax with a knife and the patch will soon
lift from the block. The selvage can now
be removed. The safest method is to wet
grind the selvage on a fine wheel heing
careful not to heat the shell.

[ like to sit and look at my finished
piece for a while; to get acquainted with
it. It is an odd feeling to realize how
well one seems to get to know the per-
son in the new creation. It has always
been difficult for me to part with a work
when it has been completed. A cameo,
like a painting, should be set in a fine
mounting.

Some may think it easier to master the
art of cameo carving by following the
technique used in Furope. Early phases
of the work are much the same as out-
lined with the exception that a cameo
carved in high relief does not have the
lights and shadows discussed in the fore-
going technique. The subject selected
should therefore show lines and form
that can be sculptured in relief.

Many families possess old cameos. If
examined carefully they will help a great
deal in developing carving skill. In high
relief cameos do not cut the white por-
tion of the shell too thin for relief carv-
ing needs thicker material. If there is
any color on the outside of the shell used
one may use it to advantage in decora-
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Top row—(left to right) Anne Morrow Lindbergh—I1Y, inches high—Intaglio in Agate—9/16
inches across—Ruth Summers—I17s inches high.
Middle row—Helen Gahagan as “Elizabeth the Queen”—I1 inch high—Two Nudes—1% inches high
Bottom row—Irene Dunne, from an early portrait—I17V; inches high—Martha Speck—I inch high
Pendant of a Nude—1% inches high.

tion. This is skillfully done by the Euro-
pean carvers. By under-cutting slightly
the profile may be enhanced.

Many cameos have been carved on
pink conch shell. It is easy to cut and
the soft pink shades give some very nice
effects.

The most difficult and the slowest me-
dium to work is agate. Some of the
finest cameos ever produced were carv-
ed on banded agate by using two or more
bands. Favorite colors are white on
black and sardonyx. The darkest color
is used for the background.

The technique of carving a cameo in
stone is very different than carving in

April, 1947

high relief and this type of carving re-
quires a knowledge of sculpturing. In
fact cameo carving is sculpture in minia-
ture. It takes a long time to carve a
cameo in stone and one should choose
the subject with care. More thought and
care is usually required in selecting the
material. If it is banded agate the rough
stone should be examined to see which
way the bands run. Choose the most like-
ly band and saw the material in slabs in
the same manner as sawing slabs for
cabochons. From several slabs select a
portion with good color, depth of band,
etc. to assure a well balanced cameo. The
blank is cut and ground in the same man-
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ner as a cabochon except that the blank
must be left flat on both sides and
ground to exactly the size required for
the finished piece. The layout is done in
the same manner as with shell cameos.

Tools for agate work are very dif-
ferent than those used in carving shell
because the material is very much
harder. The most important tool for this
work is a small lathe. An old watch-
maker’s lathe will serve well. A long
arbor is made to fit into the spindle of
the lathe head with a small chuck at the
end to hold several small laps. Laps may
be held in several ways; screw them in,
hold them in a small chuck, or turn a
taper on the end of the stem of the lap
to be held by tapping them in or out.
Laps are made from a small steel rod
about 3/32” in diameter and 2” long.
One end is turned to a smaller diameter
and a small ball of copper is fused to
it. Turn down to the desired size in a
small lathe and shape.,

Several shapes and sizes should be
made to make the many different cuts
required. The small laps are impreg-
nated with diamond bort which will do
the cutting when rotated at a high rate
of speed. Finishing laps should be im-
pregnated with fine hort to grind out
deep scratches that might have been
made with the coarse laps.

While the cutting is progressing a
small amount of oil is applied to the lap
to wash away dust and act as a coolant.
Experimentation will help decide which
oil is best. Some oil works better on
some materials than on others. Various
cuts with various laps of course require
varied speeds.

A good source of power is a foot en-
gine as the speed can be quickly con-
trolled. A variable speed motor may also
be used.

By being careful most of the surplus
material outside of the layout may be re-
moved on a heavier wheel. This saves a
great deal of time. Most carving in stone
is done under a glass for stone cameos
are usually much smaller than those
carved in shell. Since you can never re-
place material once it has been removed
it is necessary to take greal care not to
over-cut.  There should be continuous
work on the whole piece and not con-
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centration on a section. Agate material
cuts slowly and there is plenty of time
to carefully check and re-check the work
as it progresses.

In a completed stone cameo the back-
ground is usually highly polished while
the figure in relief is finished with a
soft mat finish. This gives the work con-
trast and accents the color.

Intaglio blanks are prepared in the
same manner as cameo blanks except
that they are of one solid color. Intag-
lios can be carved in any colored ma-
terial but the carving shows much better
in darker colors such as black, sard, dark
red, or dark green.

[ have seen beautiful intaglios carved
in banded agate. Their surface was a
very thin layer of light material with a
dark under-layer. While the outline of
the carving stood out exceptionally well
the two tones of color seemed to confuse
the character of the carving.

In an intaglio the preliminary layout
is smaller than the finished article be-
cause intaglio carving is a “scooping
out” action and the design is made by
working from the inside out. All fine
lines are made near the completion of
the work and with great care as it is very
difficult to change or alter in any way
any line when it is once cut. As the cut-
ting progresses a small piece of beeswax
is pressed into the cut and removed for
inspection. The print drawn from the cut
becomes a cameo and from it one can
judge the depth of the cut and the sym-
metry of form. Nearing completion of a
work prints are drawn more frequently
to avoid over-cutting. Haste at this time
may result in more labor in reworking
the whole piece to obtain balance. An
intaglio is usually left with a mat finish
while the surface of the stone is highly
polished thus making the carving stand
out and achieving good contrast. In cer-
tain lights an intaglio sometimes looks as
if it were carved in relief.

In conclusion | offer the advice that
the best tool in the kit is patience. Good
tools, fine material, exceptional skill,
beautiful subjects are all necessary for
cameo and intaglio carving but if the
carver is impatient and careless he will
never produce good work.

Lapidary Journal



Exclusive Southern California Distributor For

LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT CO. OF SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
Hillquist H 16V Diamond Saw Unit
Hillquist 3V Compact Lapidary Machine
Superlock Drum Sanders
Hillquist Gem Drill and Hole Saw

sy st ——

“ COVINGTON LAPIDARY ‘ENGINEERING CO. OF REDLANDS,
CALIFORNIA

14” Power Feed Saw Unit with Motor
16” Multi Feature Lap Unit with Motor
127 and 16” Lap Kits

SEE ALL MAKES OF LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT IN ONE STORE

OUR STOCK OFFERS ALL UNITS MADE BY

Allen Lapidary Equipment Co. of Los Angeles, California
Ball Bearing Arbors by Poly Products of Pasadena, California
Alta Engineering Co. of Altadena, California

Felker Diamond Blades and Saw Units

Jewelers Tools and All Types of Silver

Rough Gem Materials, Preforms, and Cut Gems

VISIT OUR SHOP—OPEN 8:30 UNTIL 5:30 P.M. DAILY
CLOSED SUNDAYS

GRIEGER’S

1633 E. WALNUT STREET PASADENA 4, CALIFORNIA

Handbook For the Amateur Lapidary

HOWARD . . . . . . PRICE $3.00

The most complete treatise ever written on the subject of the theory and practice of
gem cutting.

Step by step instructions—simple—clear—concise, easily understood by the beginner.

New techniques—new tools—new helps, helpful for every advanced student.

Large—225 pages. Well illustrated—62 drawings and photos. Excellent cloth binding.
Good index. Logical arrangement,

CONTENTS

Sawing—Cabochon cutting—Working large flats—Gem drilling—Bead making—Cutting
faceted gems—Advanced facet cuting (By Waite, with the finest set of gem drawings ever
made) —Optics of the brilliant—Mosaics—Impregnation of gem materials—Artificial color-
ing of agates—Soft carving with steel tools— Carving and engraving hard materials—
Sphere making—Bracelets and rings—Cutting gems by hand (By C. C. Curtis, who would
rather do it that way)—Diamond as abrasive—Cutting diamonds (An approximate descrip-
tion of the method but not intended as specific instructions)—Miscellaneous Useful Infor-
mation—>Source of supply (For materials, tools and equipment).

NO AMATEUR OR PROFESSIONAL GEM CUTTER CAN AFFORD TO BE WITH-
OUT THIS BOOK — INTERESTING AND VALUABLE TO ALL GEM COLLECTORS
GEM DEALERS AND GEM FACETERS.

ORDER TODAY FROM: Your Bookstore—your lapidary supply house—
or the author and publisher

J. H. HOWARD

504 CRESCENT AVENUE GREENVILLE, S. C., US.A.
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ROBABLY no hobby has ever grown

with the rapidity of gem cutting. At
least a hundred new gem and mineral
societies have been organized during the
last three years and the older societies
have all felt new growth. This trans-
fusion of blood has come, to a large
extent, from the returned and well-tra-
velled veterans who acquired an interest
in gems and minerals in their journey-
ings and enforced reading during lonely
days far from home.

Many veterans brought home gems as
souvenirs—opals from Australia, “cat-
eyes” from the Pacific islands, jade
from the Orient and many gems from
the active FEuropean and Pacific war
theatres. The American is the most ac-
quisitive human on earth. He will col-
lect anything from match covers to apes.
This JOURNAL will encourage gem col-
lecting as well as gem cutting by giving
sources for purchase and information of
their properties and lore.

It isn’t necessary to be a mineralogist
in order to be a gem cutter but certainly
a person acquainted with minerals can
get more enjoyment from his gem cut-
ting if he has an understanding of the
materials he is fashioning into deathless
jewels. Nearly all gem materials are
minerals.  Gem cutting and mineral
study go together like ham and eggs.

The rank beginner at gem cutting will
have his own department where he can
learn such fundamentals as the reason
for a dop stick. The advanced cutter
will find useful information in well
written and well illustrated articles by
authorities. There will be a “Question
and Answer” department useful to all
lapidaries. There will be a plenitude
of society news. There will be useful
mineralogical information of help to the
lapidary but the JOURNAL is not in-
tended to be a mineralogical magazine
competing with the older and splendid
mineral publications. The JOURNAL
will be readable even to the person who
is not a lapidary or gem collector. [t
will have enough of the light touch to
give it a flavor; sufficient seriousness
to make it valuable.

16

erdona/ jacefd

By LELANDE QUICK

The LAPIDARY JOURNAL is launch-
ed with the high hope that it will influ-
ence thousands of people in the years
to come to learn the richly satisfying
experience of doing something with their
hands, of creating deathless things of
beauty. Gem grinding IS an art and
lapidaries CAN be artists. And under-
standing art in ANY form has always
developed man into a more intelligent,
happy and liveable animal. '

* * *

The foregoing was written shortly
after the holidays. The things that have
happened between then and the time
this is written have been a revelation
indeed. They have heen a revelation of
faith. As this first issue is put to bed
in March our files contain the names of
more than 1,000 subscribers from 42
states and the District of Columbia. The
first issue contains advertisements from
many individuals and firms. Mr. Ring-
wald and myself never dreamed that our
venture would be welcomed so unhesi-
tatingly; that so many people would
offer their money and support before
they ever saw a copy. In the years to
come we will always regard with new
interest every new subscriber and new
advertiser but indelibly impressed on
our memories will be the names of those
who supported us when the LAPIDARY
JOURNAL was in embryo.

When this appears the JOURNAL will
be born. We hope it will have a long
life and exist long beyond the life of
the present owners. As the subscrip-
tions and friendly comments continued
to roll in we hunched our shoulders as
the increased responsibility of making
a fine publication became heavier.

This is our best but it is only our
best for the present. As we grow in
experience we will offer an increasingly
better JOURNAL. We believe we are
presenting herewith a lively, interesting
and useful magazine and that every
present subscriber will be happy with
it. We believe that it is more than any
subscriber expected and that it will leave
no one with a sense of heing “let down.”
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If you like the JOURNAL, support it.
Give it to your friends. Patronize its
advertisers, for it cannot continue with-
out advertising. Bring it to the atten-
tion of your own society members and
gem cutting and collecting friends. If
you want new subseriptions to start with
this issue specify that condition when
you subscribe. We have a limited num-
ber of surplus copies. Single copies are
35c and we hope to have them available
on newsslands soon. Subscriptions are
$1.00 for the first four issues rather
than for the first year. It was our in-
tention to (:hang(' over lo a m(mlhly
basis after the first year and the indica-
tions right now favor that plan.
Many heartening things happened dur-

ing our gestation. Several in-

persons
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Hillquist LAPIDARY UNIT

i inding, Sanding,
HING: Sawing, Grinding, g
S EVERI.vaping, Sphere Cutting and Facet-
inal More than 2,000 in use by umulcu;&
bk Is. Saws up to 10" can be use
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DIAMOND SAWS

Dollar far dollar, Hillquist Super-
speed Diamond Saws give you more
for your money because they last
longer and cut faster. Order taday
and see for yourself,

cluded an extra dollar “for luck” with
their subscription, some sent their sub-
seriptions air mail two months ahead
of publication date, many put a stamp
on their postage paid reply envelopes
to save us a few cents, several sub-
scribers sent a check for extra copies
and extra subscriptions for friends. We
have met with nothing so far but encour-
agement. We are particularly grateful
for the good wishes and support of the
other magazines in the mineralogical
and earth science field. “Thank you”
can be a redundant expression but I
have never written the words with more
sincere feeling than I do now when I
say THANK YOU, OH THANK YOU
INDEED!!!

T ———
Hillquist saw UNIT

y”olger SAW Unitl Cypg
Vick-act
: ction clamp

)

*ure grease

"/ Hillquist GEM DRILL

Drills finest holes and saws disks up to 2"
diameter automatically. Exclusive ramrod ac-
tion (pat. pend.) prevents core from plugging
drill. Does half hour's work in ten minutes.
Now you can moke beads, buttons, earrings,

bracelets, etc, & R
$68.80 with 4 drills ']-!];*:,4—
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LOUIPHENT LGN,

NATIONS LARGEST MANUFACTURERS OF FINE GEM-CUTTING EQUIPMENT

OREGON BEACH WATER AGATES for sale. Yvery
rock-hound should have one of these unique water
agates (enhydro) in his eollection.  Water hubble,
sealed inside ds visible—priced $1.50 to $25.00.
Also a special 2-1b, package of Oregon Beach agates,
1 small water agate, 1 piece of Sagenife,” assorted
Jaspers, turtle-back and agate, all suitable for eut-
ting—opriced at $3.50 postpaid. Money refunded if
not satisfied.  Mrs. Agnes H. Rexsen, Florence, Ore.

WANT TO TRADE?
I have LOTS of good extras
OPALS — COPPER — FLUORESCENTS
JASPERS — AMETHYST XLS, ETC.
Stop in—bring your extras
W. N. WHITTEMORE
209 E. Islay Santa Barbara, Calif.
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The Science Park Lapidary and Metal-
craft School at Loveland, Colorado, will
henceforth be known as The Pioneer
Lapidary School. The owner-director,
Mr. M. J. Stickles, advises that they are
now accepting students for a short sum-
mer course running through June, July
and August,

* # #*

The first issue of the LAPIDARY
JOURNAL is timed to reach subscribers
on April Ist. We hope that no one
will think after reading it that an April
Fool joke has been played on him. And
indeed we hope that it is not an April
Fool venture. But if you feel “fooled”
let us frankly know about it. We need
and welcome constructive ideas. If you
have any that impress us we will use
them and give you mentioned credit and
a year’s subscription to the LAPIDARY
JOURNAL. And if you really like the
JOURNAL let us know about that too.
We'll need a little salve for the bruises
we’'ll get from brickbats we are unable
to dodge.

Once in a while a cartoon appears in
the press lampooning rockhounds. If
you have an idea that is humorous and
the ability to set it down we'd like to
have it. For acceptable drawings we
will offer a year’s subscription to the
JOURNAL. Or if you just have the
idea and can’t draw, send it along and
we'll get someone to draw it for you.

* * L

Those interested in gem cutting in the
vicinity of Escondido, Calif., may like
to attend the meetings of THE DESERT
CLUB which meets at 7:30 P.M. on the
second Wednesday of the month. They
often discuss and display gems. Call
John Speer of Escondido for further in-
formation.

* * *

From Lee Shippey’s column in the
LOS ANGELES TIMES:

“Among our unique educational insti-
tutions is the Los Angeles School of
Jewelry Manufacturing, which is said to
be the only school of its kind approved
by the Veterans Administration for vel-
erans under the G.I. Bill. At present
there are over 50 students but the school
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Congratulations

LAPIDARY JOURNAL
May You Enjoy A Long and
Prosperous Career!
To Your Readers I Offer
Golden TIGER EYE $3.50 1b.

If you slab it at proper angle and
wish to return slabs not needed
in your work, I will make a ve-
fund of $1.50 per 1b. for such rejects.

Rock and Mineral Specimens
(Bought—Sold—Exchanged)
E. K. HICKEY., Sr.

2323a So. Hope St. Phone
Los Angeles 7, Calif. Rlchmond 73222

For Lapidary Equipment, Wheels, Saws, Abrasives,
etc. Mineral Lights, Rough and Sliced Materials,
Agate and other Jewelry, Myrtlewood, Novelties,
otc.. Try The Hodge Podge Shop—on the
Rogue River. On 99 Highway 412 miles South
of Grants Pass, Oregon. R. 4, Box 284, A. F. Sims.

Men’s Mountings

at
Wholesale
Prices

Now available, heavy
rings,
with good seats, heavy
shanks, Sterling Silver
§1.25 (unfinished),
$2.25 (finished). Same
heavy styles in 10K
$12.00
finished. Order by style
number.

precision cast

solid  gold,

All Orders
Shipped C.0.D.
or Cash With Order

Brown’s Precision Casting
1710 S. 12th St., Salem, Oregon
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is being enlarged to accommodate 150.
The students are from all parts of the
United States. The instructors are ex-
perienced jewelers and the students are
taught all phases, from designing and
diemaking to completing the produect.
Some men whose war injuries make
much physical activity hard for them fit
well into jewelry making, a field in
which profit is not entirely overlooked.”
* * *

The Los Angeles Lapidary Society will
not give an annual exhibition of the
members’ work in 1947. The next great
showing of their art is scheduled to be
held in the main art gallery of the Los
Angeles County Museum of History, Sci-
ence and Art during the month from

March 15th to April 15th, 1948.
* * +*

A night school lapidary class is now
in its eighth year of operation at the
Selma Union High School at Selma.
California. It meets on Monday and
Wednesday evenings from 7 until 9 and
draws an average attendance of 30 to 40
persons from a roll of about 75 persons
who come from nearby towns in the San
Joaquin Valley. Many of the students
are members of the Sequoia Mineral

Society. Gates Burrell is the instructor.
&* 12

THE CHICAGO ROCKS AND MIN-
ERALS SOCIETY held the first meeting
of the year at Sauganash Field House
reports George C. Anderson, President.
The speaker of the evening was Vida
Latham, M.D., D.D.S. Her subject was
“Diatoms.”

Dr. Latham is a prominent member
of the Illinois State Microscopial So-
ciety which she helped to organize. She
was also one of the organizers of the
Chicago Academy of Sciences and the
author of several medical texthooks.

She came to the meeting armed with
four types of microscopes, a large and
choice collection of micro-photographs
of diatoms, bottles of different colored
diatomaceous earth, and some of her
most valuable and irreplaceable slides
showing various forms of diatoms.

Dr. Latham spoke authoritatively from
a vast knowledge gleaned through years
of research on her subject. The audi-
ence greatly enjoyed the lecture and the
question period which followed. Many
were amazed to learn of the great num-
ber of commercial uses of diatoms.
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SLABS

SHATTUCKITE — Exclusive Arizona
Cemstone. Pure blue, 50c sq. in.
Mixed with red or green, 35c sq. in.

ARIZ. GEM PET. WOOD—From Pet.
Forest Area. Very colorful. 25c sq.
in.

ARIZ. DESERT ROSE AGATE—Red and
White. Something different. 35c
sq. in.

OREGON MOSS AGATE—PRIDAY'S.
30c sq. in.

OREGON POLKA-DOT AGATE—PRI-
DAY'S. White or light color with
brown dots. 30c sq. in.

OREGON PLUME AGATE—PRIDAY’S.

Priced according to quality. Please
state size and shape desired.

UTAH FLOWERING OBSIDIAN—Pure
black obsidian with white flowers.
Large or small flowers. 20c sq. in.

ARIZ. BRECCIATED AGCATE — Pink
with light gray. Translucent. 30c
sq. In.

Money-back guarantee
Prices Include
Luxury Tax and Postage

GORHAM’S GEM SHOP
Box 645 Ajo, Arizona

Trade Secrets Disclosed

SUPER AGATE POLISH. Latest mef_hod.
Mirror finish. Price $1.00 with instructions.
CLEAN JEWELRY INSTANTLY. Like new.
Harmless. Secret jeweler's formula. Price
$1.00—4 oz. bottle, with instructions.
DIAMOND SAW SHARPENER. Quick acting.
Long life. Price $3.00 with instructions.
GORGEOUS colorings. UNIQUE designs. In
sxtra hard gem quality agatized wood (Rus-
sell Forests). By the pound $3.00 or 2 for
$5.00. Big generous slab $2.50. Please in-
clude postage.

ERNEST S. BATEMAN
5108 W. Olga St.-A- Seattle 6, Wash.

Banded Amethystine Agate

Best Wyoming native gem jades.

Gem Tiger eye. A new one you

will like — Banded Amethystine
Agate.

All by pound or slice
WYOMING MINERALS

Box 266, Laramie, Wyoming
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A very large slab of semi-precious
beryl was recently received in New York
from Brazil. It weighed about 56 pounds
and if it is carefully cut it will produce
about 125,000 carats of fine aquamarine.
Brazil is steadily producing fine gem
materials and they are being found in
huge chunks that have broken all records
for gem finds. Few stones can match
the beauty of the aquamarine. Most of
the huge topaz rings (usually citrine
quartz) and aquamarine rings bought
during the boom war years have come
from similar finds.

* * *

The new Tucson Gem and Mineral
Society doubled its membership during
its second month. It jumped from 28
to 59. Margaret O. Gastelum, Secretary-
Treasurer, advises that the society has
held two field trips; one to the Silver
Bell area and one to Vail where blue
agate was gathered. The members also
found some blue agate with satin-like
thread bandings at the latter location.
The group named this material “Gaste-
lum Blue Agate” in honor of the Secre-
tary’s Indian husband who acted as
leader. Mrs. Gastelum says that all
rockhounds (“pups or dogs™) are wel-
come to drop in and see her in Tucson
at 1701 S. 6th Ave.

W. Nelson Whittemore, long time
opal dealer of Santa Barbara, thinks
men should wear more stickpins. He
says they're coming back but we hadn’t
noticed it. The stickpin disappeared with
the starched collar and the vest. 1 do
wish they would be the vogue again as
I'd rather have a pin to hold my tie
than the chains now in style. However
pins will never be the vogue with mod-
ern sportswear becoming increasingly
popular outside of the “sunshine belt.”

Mr. Whittemore matches his wife’s

BLANK MOUNTINGS

SET YOUR OWN STONES into jewelry.
Will send you selection of blank mount-
ings to select from if reference is given.
Ladies’ silver rings $1.50 each. Ladies'
10K gold rings $4.00 each. Men's sil-
ver rings $2.50 and $3.50 each. Gold
filled (GC. F.) or silver brooches $1.50 each,
G. F. or silver pendants with chains $2.00
gach. G. F. or silver lapel pins $2.00 each.
G. F. or silver tie chains $1.50 each. G. F.
or silver bracelets $2.00 each, G. F. or
silver earrings $1.50 pair. Add 209 gov-
ernment tax if not for resale. Burnisher for
setting stones 75c. Ring sticks for measur-
ing rings $2.00. Ring gauges for measuring
size of fingers $1.50. Diamond paste and 7
hollow tubes for drilling pendants $2.00.
G. F. or silver bails or clevices 25c¢ each.
G. F. or silver screw eyes 25c each.

SMITH’S AGATE SHOP
228 S. W. Alder St., Portland 4, Ore.

RT. 9, BOX 1562

CUSTOM SAWING

Skilled work by experienced cutter, 6¢

to 10c per square inch, depending on
kind and quality

DON STONE

PORTLAND, OREGON

Jewelry

TO LAPIDARIES AT
WHOLESALE PRICES

We manufacture, to your order,
gold and sterling silver, rings, pins,
earrings, pendants, brooches, etc. Any
type of gold and silver jewelry. Gold
plating.

Rough turquoise on sale at all
times,

Complete jewelry and gem cutting
service by skilled craftsmen.

LOW PRICES GUARANTEED

18 years of service to the public.

Western Turquoise Jewelry Co.

1642 NORTH CHEROKEE AVENUE
HOLLYWOOD 28 CALIFORNIA

ARIZONA GEM AGATE

Pink or Gray-Blue Agates 50c. Ib. rough. 10c to
25c. sq. inch slabbed. Moss Agate 75c Ib. 25c¢
to 50c. sq. inch, Beautiful Flowered or STARRY
NITE Obsidians 75¢ and $1.25 Ib. 15¢c to 25c.
sq. inch. Also gem |aspers, and Mineral Speci-
mens. Postage Extra.

MARYANN KASEY, Box 230-A, Prescott, Ariz.

earrings to any hat or dress she wears by
just removing the stones and placing
others with dopping wax. He thinks the
same could be done with tie pins. Has
any reader tried making pins lately?
We'd like to hear about it.

* * *

JAMES T. LAWYER
Industrial Minerals
923 West Birch, Deming N. M.
NEW MEXICO AGATES

The February meeting of the Wash-
ington Agate and Mineral Society was
held at the home of Dan Lawton in
Olympia, Wash. Member Kanouse told
of his personal field trip to Southern
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California and showed specimens he
gathered in the Barstow district.
H * *

After completing its first year as a
study group of the Los Angeles Lapi-
dary Society the FACETEERS have re-
elected Archie B. Meiklejohn, Chairman,
James F. Underwood, Secretary and
Thomas L. Daniel. Vice-Chairman for the
coming year. Monthly meetings are held
in the evening on the third Monday of
each month in the downstairs assembly
room of the Los Angeles County Mu-
seum, Exposition Park, Los Angeles. At
this time all phases of facet cutting and
its problems are discussed. While spon-
sored by the Los Angeles Lapidary
Society the meetings are open to any
amateur facet culter or prospective cut-
ter.

The group would also like to hear
about and discuss the various methods of
polishing, laps used, angles, etc., with
anyone interested. An exchange of ideas
would be of mutual benefit to all. Ad-
dress your inquiries to Thomas L.
Daniel, care of The Faceteers, 2238
Midvale Ave., Los Angeles 25, Calif. He
will endeavor to answer them.

# # #

A regular meeting of the Hollywood
Lapidary Society was held at the Plum-
mer Park Recreation Center, Hollywood,
California, on February 13th. Delega-
tions from the Los Angeles and Glen-
dale, California, lapidary societies also
attended to hear Mrs. Gladys B. Hanna-
ford give her famous lecture on dia-
monds. This is a lecture that every lapi-
dary society should attempt to book al-
though you may have to book it a year
ahead. Mrs. Hannaford’s lecture is spon-
sored by N. W. Ayer and Son, Inc., 30
Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20. The
lecture is free and program chairmen of
the societies should file their request
with Mr. George D. Skinner at the given
address.

Mrs. Hannaford gives a preliminary
lecture on the properties, value and
occurrence of diamonds. This is fol-
lowed by a slide showing of the mines,
methods of mining and lapidary tech-
nique. After a question and answer
period there is a display of real dia-
monds and cutting tools with a case of
reproductions in glass of many of the
world’s famous diamonds. This was one
of the most interesting lapidary pro-
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FELKER DI-MET
UNI-LAP

Grinding—Sanding—Polishing and Lapping
ALL IN ONE MACHINE

CORRECT operating position for
every step—every operation!

Provides

GRINDING: Grinding
wheels, pans and covers on
each end of spindle—just
like regular grinding head.

SANDING: Remove wheels,
pans and covers — put on
sanders and you have cor-
rect sanding equipment.

POLISHING:Take off sand-
ers. Put on polishing buff
with pan and cover and
you are all set for polish-
ing.

LAPPING: Arbor swings
over into horizontal lap-
ping position. Large pan.
The grit trough and water-
can provide an easy
method of applying grits
to the lap. Uses up to 12-
inch laps.

Large and small pulleys on shaft give cor-
rect speeds for different operations.
UNI-LAP requires only 20x30 inches

bench space!

UNI-LAP folder which de-
illustrates all  details and
accessories.

FELKER MANUFACTURING CO.

TORRANCE, CALIF.

WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF DIAMOND
CUT-OFF WHEELS AND EQUIPMENT

Write for free
seribes  and
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grams the editor has ever attended and
President Ronald MacCorkell deserves
great credit for securing the fine pro-
gram for this young society, organized
less than a year ago by the editor. The
Hollywood Lapidary Society is making
substantial progress and now has about
45 members, most of them raw begin-
ners. Only seven members have lapi-
dary equipment so far but most of the
members are taking lapidary lessons.
* * *

The California Federation of Minera-
logical Societies will hold a three day
convention at Santa Barbara, California,
in the Museum of Natural History on
May 23, 24 and 25. The latest lapidary
equipment of nearly all the manufac-
turers will be on display and many of the
leading dealers will have gem material
booths. Of 17 exhibit eclassifications
eligible for prizes, six are for lapidary
divisions. The Federation has made a
generous gesture which we hope will be
continued through the years. They have
a classification for “guest exhibitors.”
Persons exhibiting under this classifica-
tion need not be a member of any society
belonging to the Federation or of any
society anywhere. Lapidary or mineral
displays may be entered under the classi-
fication. Here is a chance for the ama-
teur gem cutter to display and there
should he some wonderful entries in this
division. Interested persons should com-
municate with Dr. C. D. Woodhouse, 33
Mimosa Lane, Santa Barbara.

* * *

The San Jose Lapidary Society re-
cently cleared more than $150 at a rum-
mage sale held to defray the expense of
their coming show. They have started a
movement to build a museum in Santa
Clara County and have invited 54 other
organizations to cooperate. This is one of
the best reasons for existence that has
come forward from any lapidary society.
May their effort prove fruitful.

* * *

The Glendale Lapidary Society, or-
ganized about a year ago by the editor,
will celebrate its first anniversary at a
special dinner meeting on March 31. This
society has made wonderful progress dur-
ing its first year under the leadership of
President Dan White.

# *

#

The Imperial Valley Lapidary Guild
and the Imperial Valley Gem and Min-
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CABOCHON GEMS

COLLECTORS ITEMS—Ovals 1% 1o 2 inches
long, ecut from extra fine quality agates, woods,
jaspers, silicified rhyolite ete. Expertly cut and
polished. Moderate prices. Send deposit for ap-
proval selection.

CABOCHONS FOR JEWELRY MAKING—Jade
and tiger-eye in ring and earring size stones $1.50
each. Luxury tax extra. Also good stock of
stones cut from numerous semi-precious stones.
Stones sent on approval.

SAWING—5 cts. per square inch.—Cutting and
polishing—Your material eut and polished to or-
der. Reasonable charges. Inquiries invited.

W. J. KANE LAPIDARY
Phone EVergreen 4039
1651 Waller St.,
San Franeisco 17 Calif.

West Texas Gem Agate

Assorted selection of the finest native
gem agate, including highly colored jas-
per-agate, beautifully colored moss and
exquisite flower agate,

Spec. $3.50 Postpaid

Correspondence invited on other choice
collections. No price list on gem material
available until Fall.

1 1b. cabochon

Frank Duncan and Daughter

Box 63, Terlingua, Texas

The NEW

Built by R('Irhounds
For Rockhounds

Been waiting for that ideal diamond saw?
Here it is. The new STREAMLINER de-
signed and built by rockhounds for rock-
hounds. You’ll like its neat appearance,
excellent workmanship and sturdiness.
Other features are its all-metal construc-
tion, positive action vise, sensitive gravily
feed control, calibrated scale control for
setting saw, and splash-proof design.

Send for Catalog on
Complete Line

HYATT
LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT CO.
Box 366 East San Diego, Calif.

Lapidary Journal



eral Society will hold a joint show in
the Junior College Auditorium at El
Centro, Calif., on March 29 and 30.

* * *

If you are a member of a gem or lapi-
dary organization see that we get news
of its activities. We also will publish
news of mineral societies that make gem
cutting a part of their program. We
want clippings from your local papers
about gem subjects. Send all items to
Box 1228, Hollywood 28, California.

¥* * *

Dale Dorgeloh of Atascadero, Cali-
fornia, forwards us a letter from The
National Museum of Australia, in which
they say “we are willing to exchange
some minerals with you. Would you send
us a list of any you have available with
the localities from which they came. This
is important as minerals without locali-
ties are useless in a museum collection.”
Here is an opportunity for collectors to
add to their collections by exchange with
a world famed museum. Address your
correspondence to Mrs. Sylvia Whincup,
Russell Street, Melbourne, C. 1., Vie-
toria, Australia.

The Blythe Lapidary Society held a
show on February 7, 8 and 9 at Blythe,
Calif., and held a field trip for guests to
the famous Houser geode beds.

* * *

The San Diego Mineralogical Society
had a lapidary program on Friday,
March 14th when Robert Clapp gave an
exhibition of his thin section agate slides
and told of their preparation. Clapp is a
member of the Society and is also a long
time member of the Los Angeles Lapi-
dary Society. The meeting was held in
the Natural History Museum in San
Diego. Calif. Interested persons in the
area can write to Robert Rowland,
Treasurer, at 4010 Alameda Drive, San
Diego 3, Calif., for membership infor-
mation.

Cem Material « Cabinet Specimens
Sawed Slabs « Cut Stones « Silver Jewelry
Fluorescent Materials « Mineral Books

Lapidary and Silver Work to Order
THE COLORADO GEM CO.

Cem Village Bayfield, Colorado

carats.

RAPIDESIGN Standard Stone Guides:

BAKER No. 2 Aluminum Stone Gauge:

LEE LAPIDARIES

Cutters and suppliers of genuine and synthetic stones—faceted, cabochon, cameos, sawed
blanks, preforms, rough stones, drilling, etc.

Cenuine Amethysts, Aquamarines, Topaz-quartz, Tourmaline, Sapphires, Jade, etc.

CUTTER’S SPECIALS:

White Sapphire Round Rod Ends: 2 to 7mm. diameter. Assorted sizes only—$4.00 per 100
Each piece suitable for cutting round brilliant, Less waste and labor than boules.

Blue Spinel, Ruby: Sawed or ground blocks and blanks for faceting. Approximately 8x6mm.
to 11x9mm. pieces and larger, assorted sizes only—$5.00 per 100 carats.

Postage Extra. Please add 209 Federal Tax unless for resale, in which case so state in order.

(American Synthetics)

Square guide, for octagons, cushions, antiques. .. .................... $3.00 Postpaid
Oval brooch and costume ring stone guide. . .
Oval standard ring stone guide............

Sat of above 3 guidess it Bia ity

2.50 Postpaid
2.50 Postpaid
7.50 Postpaid

For standard brilliants and other round stones. Has holes for measuring stones, and discs for
measuring bezel opening. Marked with carat spread on one side (1/32 to 4 carats) and
millimeters on the other (2 to 11mm. in steps of amm.). $1.50 Postpaid

Inquiries for stones or lapidary work should contain complete specifications and other details
so that we may quote accordingly, as it is not possible to issue a complete up-to-date price
list. Our many contacts in the gem trade enable us to obtain on short notice such items
which we do not ourselves cut or carry in stock.

We can also offer good assistance in marketing your cut stones, rough materials or jewelry,
if of good, saleable quality.
1916 West 75th Street

Phne: MElrose 4659 Cleveland 2, Ohio
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Gold and Silver Jewelry

Gems and Gem Materials of All Kinds
Faceted and Cabochon Cut Stones

JOHN L. JAMES

Write for List
TONOPAH, NEVADA

BRECCIATED GEM AGATE
Beautiful brecciated agate. Super cabochon
material. Very little waste. Polishes fine.
Pastel colors.

Slabs, specify thickness, 25¢ sq. in. of cabochon
material. Rough $1.00 Ib. Please include
postage.

E. H. PEEBLES
401 W. Garvalia San Gabriel, Calif.

VALUE FOR
YOUR MONEY

1 1h. Lake Superior Agate Beach Run

1 Doz. Select Agate Cabochon Blanks

1 Doz. Assorted Cabochon Blanks in
Obsidian, Woods, Jaspers, Etc.

3 Jade Cabochon Blanks

1 Piece Wise, Indian Pipestone

1 Piece Wise. Soapstone for Carving

No junk. All for $4.50
Shipped Express Collect
Satisfaction or Refund

IDE LAPIDARY
BURLINGTON, WISCONSIN

Ladies Silver Rings, $2.00 to $5.00.
Hand Wrought Jewelry designed to the
gemstone. i

THE MULTICRAFT SHOP
1001 Englewood Ave., St. Paul 4, Minn.
Lapidaries and Mfgrs. of Agate Jewelry, Distributors
of Rubber Bonded Abrasive Wheels for Perfect
Cabochon Sanding

ONLY $1.00 POSTPAID
10 Square Inches

SAWED cabochon slabs of petrified woods,
fossil bone, scenic obsidian, jaspers, agates,
and other cutting material.

H. F. OHLSEN
518 West “M” St. Wilmington, Calif.

AMETHYST CRYSTALS
Mexico

Cem terminated crystals, deep purple at the
base tapering to almost clear at the point.
Crystals average 114” long and 14”-3g” at
the base. Nice for facet work. 50c each.
A few twin crystals 75c, postpaid.

DR. RALPH E. MUELLER
3701 Valentine Road Kansas City 2, Mo.
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A group in Fallon. Nev., is attempt=
ing the organization of a gem and min-
eral society. Persons in that area who
are interested should communicate with
George Kell. Route 1. Box 148 G, Fal-
lon, Nev.

#o% %

The interest of the public in gem cut-
ting was exemplified on March 19th when
the Editor addressed a record attend-
ance of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Cali-
fornia Lutheran Hospital in Los Angeles
on the subject “Gems of California” and
presented a display of his best cabochons
and specimens.

ki * *

The recent celebration of the hun-
dredth anniversary of Thomas A. Edi-
son’s birth brings to mind the fact that
it was Edison who sent Earl Hidden to
North Carolina in 1879 to look for plati-
num. Hidden found no platinum but did
find beautiful crystals ranging from pale
yellow to emerald green. These were
later determined to be a rare form of
spodumene found nowhere else in the
world. The gem was named Hiddenite in
his honor. The pink to lilac color of the
same mineral found in San Diego
County, Calif., is known as Kunzite.

* * *

The N.O.T.S. Rockhounds at the Naval
Ordnance Testing Station at Inyokern,
Calif., have been assigned a quonset hut
by the Navy Recreation Council to house
their community lapidary shop. This
young organization is making great
headway under the leadership of its
President Ralph Dietz who is also a
member of the Los Angeles Lapidary
Society.

* * *

More than 5000 white diggers and
6000 natives were taking part in the new
diamond rush 10 miles north of Bloem-
hof on the Vaal River, South Africa,
according to recent reports. About $40.-
000 worth of diamonds were discovered
during initial prospecting.

» * *

The Editor gave his lecture, “The Re-
discovery of a Lost Art,” before the
March meeting of the West Coast Min-
eral Society at Fullerton Junior College
on March 11th. He was the guest of the
President, Marion Speer, at dinner at
his home prior to the meeting, which
gave him an opportunity of visiting
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Speer’s famous Western Trails Museum
at Huntington Beach, Calif. Speer is a
lapidary as is the society’s Secretary-
Treasurer, Lee Seabridge.” A record at-

tendance mecessitated securing larger
quarters than usual.
* * *

Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Hickey, Sr., have
opened a new gem and mineral store in
downtown Los Angeles at 2323 S, Hope
St. They are busy building up a stock
of gem materials particularly and would
like to hear from gem cutters who have
surplus material for sale.

* * *

Jessie  Quane, Vice President and
Chairman of the Program Committee of
the Los Angeles Lapidary Society pro-
vided two interesting lapidary programs
at the February and March meetings of
that society. The meetings were held at
the Griffith Park Playground Auditor-
ium on February 3rd and March 3rd.
Member Herbert Monlux gave an exhibi-
tion and explanation of his thin section
slides of gem materials for projection
at the February meeting. This was ably
presented and Mr. Monlux showed more
than a hundred beautiful slides, princi-
pally of various types of moss and sage-
nite agate. This method permits study
and appreciation of small gem sections
that would otherwise be discarded as it
enlarges an otherwise worthless thin slice
of agate from an inch to a projected im-
age forty square feet or larger depending
on the size of the screen. At the March
meeting a lecture on “The Brilliancy of
Cut Stones” was given by George March-
er, one of the first persons to receive the
degree of Certified Gemologist from the
Gemological Institute of America. Mr.
Marcher has been well known to gemo-
logists throughout the nation for more
than a generation and his program was
very instructive and interesting. Both
meetings had a record attendance.

* * *

The Oklahoma Mineral and Gem So-
ciety, organized in June 1946, welcomes
out of state members who will receive
the Society’s bulletin each month. Dues
for out of state members are $1.00 per
year. New officers recently elected are:
George E. Smith, Pres.; Claude S. Smo-
therman, Vice Pres.. and Hubert M.
Rackets, Sec.-Treas., 1233 S. W. 40th St.,
Oklahoma City.
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LAPS FOR FACET CUTTING

M.D.R. MFG. CO. specialize in precision cut-
ting and polishing laps (Pat. Pending) for all
gem stones,

Polishing laps are made of cast iron with an
insert of tin, type metal, tin and type, lead
or pitch. This type of lap assures you of a
true polishing surface.

Catalogue Price
No. 27—Tin ..$14.20
No. 28—Tin &
Type....$10.95
No. 29—Lead ...$ 7.95
No. 30—Type ...$ 7.95
No. 31—Pitch ...$ 7.95

No. 32 DIAMOND
Impregnated copper
or bronze, 400-800
GR s e $22.50

No. 33 LUCITE, .. .$4.20

SOMETHING NEW—
Grind and Polish on
same lap.

No. 34 COMBINATION
Copper & Tin, 134”
of copper impreg-
nated with 800 dia-
mond, with 174" in-
sert of tin....$25.20

Above Prices are for 8 Inch Laps—14” Arbor

Prices on Request for 9 Inch, 10 Inch, and
2 Inch

If your Dealer cannot supply you, write
direct to Factory

M. D. R. MANUFACTURING C0.

5710V4 South Western Avenue
Los Angeles 37, California
®

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice
All Prices F.0.B., Los Angeles
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¢ 3/ze San ec/ro o[)a/oic{ary
Soa’ety

By ANN SCHROEDER, Secretary

2144 Wichita Street, San Pedro, California

FTER several spurts of interest in

rock collecting and gem cutting
created by Harry Loomis through occa-
sional mention for a year or so of the
lapidary art and hobby the San Pedro
Lapidary Society made its first step
towards formation by attending the
great exhibit of the Los Angeles Lapi-
dary Society at the Museum in Los
Angeles on May 5, 1946. They also
attended Lelande Quick’s lecture that
day. The group attending were mem-
bers of five families living in Banning
Homes, a housing project near San
Pedro, California.

The first formal meeting was held in

the Banning Homes Lounge on July 15,
1946. It was called by Mr. Lelande
Quick who brought Mrs. Quick, Mr. and
Mrs. Benton McLellan, and Mr. Rolland
Willis of the Los Angeles Lapidary So-
ciety. They showed specimens of cut
and polished rock and brought several
boxes of gem material for interested
persons. Mr. Quick gave steps and
pointers to follow in order to organize
the interested group into a club and he
appointed an organizing committee.
Talks were also given by Mr. McLellan
and Mr. Willis. The initial attendance
was approximately fifty people but this
number dwindled rapidly when the ac-
tual organization work got under way
and fees and dues had to be levied in
order to buy materials for construction
of machinery and other equipment. The
drop in attendance was also noticed
when the construction of machinery had
to be planned and accomplished and a
suitable room obtained for a shop.

John Scharff was chosen President,
Steve Jarrett, Vice President, and Ann
Schroeder, Secretary and Treasurer. The
actual gathering of materials and plan-
ning and construction of machinery were
done by Al Cole, Cecil Jenkins, Steve
Jarrett, John Graham, Harry Loomis and
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Al Pettis. Most of the credit for the
construction of the machines belongs to
Al Cole, a topnotch machinist. He was
able to design, assemble and perfect a
saw that will cut stone showing scarcely
a perceptible saw mark. Every member
of the club realized that in making these
machines the plans could not be pat-
terned entirely after any other lapidary
work shop that is individually owned
but the whole result had to be a con-
summation of the combined and coopera-
tive efforts of everyone.

After a great deal of effort, a suc-
cession of trials and errors, the great
day came that the club had been work-
ing for when the first stone could be
sawed, shaped, ground and polished.
Even then there were several kinks in
the machines that had to be ironed out
so the work could be more easily facili-
tated.

In order to have stones to work with
several field trips were undertaken. The
most notable were a three-day trip to the
desert at Las Vegas, Nevada, (when
more sunburns were picked up than
green jasper); a three-day trip to Horse
Canyon during the Labor Day weekend
when we dug and dug for red and green
agate, but didn’t always succeed in find-
ing any; a return visit to Horse Canyon
on Armistice Day when it was colder
and everyone had a better idea what to
look for; and several other outings that
included Redondo Beach, Mint Canyon,
Palos Verdes Hills and Last Chance Can-
yon. From these excursions to the desert,
mountains, and seashore the group has
gathered a collection of rock that some-
times surprisingly turns out exceedingly
well when cut and polished. Other gems
are unsatisfactory because they break,
crack, refuse to polish or have very little
color. By December enough stones had
been polished for a display in the
Lounge at the Fourth Anniversary Cele-
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bration of Banning Homes. The stones
on exhibit were both polished and un-
polished specimens of agate, jasper,
palm root, petrified wood and quartz,
together with cut nodules and geodes.
These stones elicited quite a few ex-
clamations of wonderment as well as
questions concerning, how, when, where,
and by whom the stone cutting and pol-
ishing had been done.

Some members were concerned with
the financial and legal aspects of or-
eanization as well as getting machines
on which to work. To alleviate the
financial problem the initiation fees
were raised and a sufficient sum loaned
by one member (Dorothy Pettis) to
cover all current expenses and to pur-
chase needed articles for construction.
A constitution and by-laws committee
was selected, headed by Al Pettis, lo
draw up a necessary constitution. New
officers elected on January 10 were:
Dorothy Pettis, President; Cecil Jenkins,
Vice President; Ann Schroeder, Secre-
tary; and Mildred Cole, Treasurer. The
members of the executive board are: Al
Pettis, Chairman, John Scharff, Steve

Jarrett, Joe Wood, and Clint Andrews.

The charter membership of the club
is derived mostly from Banning Homes
with two from Channel Heights, two
from Long Beach, and one from Harbor
City. While it seems odd to select the
name of San Pedro Lapidary Society
it was done with a thought for the future
and a realization that the society is but
a nucleus for an organization that in all
probability will grow and expand so that
it will encompass not only San Pedro
but the surrounding communities in the
years to come. The society is deeply
indebted to the Residents’ Council of
Banning Homes for its sponsorship and
also its continued interest as evidenced
by their request for reports of progress
at Council meetings. The Housing Au-
thority was instrumental in allotting the
room in the community building for the
shop and supplying incidentals such as
water and electricity. The whole group
is crateful to these agencies that made
it possible for the members to achieve
the fruition of their efforts which can
assure them a continuation of their in-
terest in the lapidary art.

JEWELRY, GEM CUTTING

AND METALCRAFT
by William T. Baxter

A modern craft book on Jewelry Making, Gem Cut-
ting and Metal Working. Excellent for the beginner.
Helpful to the advanced craftsman. 278 pages; 170
illustrations. $3.00 postpaid from your dealer.

BUILD YOUR OWN DIAMOND SAW WITH THE

E-Z DIAMOND SAW KIT

Available at following dealers

® EASY TO INSTALL
® EASY TO OPERATE

GRIEGER'S
1633 E. Walnut St.
Pasadena, Calif.

WESTERN MINERAL EXCHANGE
320 Madison Street
Seattle 4, Wash.

WHRNGEID

W. T. BAXTER

4615 CHASE AVE, BETHESDA 14, MD.
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By William T. Baxter
4615 Chase Avenue, Bethesda 14, Maryland
Author of “Jewelry, Gem Cutting and Metalcraft”

N CUTTING and polishing cabochons it
is generally agreed there are four
sleps:

1. Sawing material into cabochon

blanks
2. Grinding
3. Sanding
4. Polishing

The sanding operation may be done
in many ways to remove small pits and
scratches from the ground stone and
leave a smooth surface that is easily pol-
ished. Everyone eventually learns that
it is useless to try to polish a stone un-
til the surface is smooth.

One method of sanding is the use of
a belt sander with silicon carbide coated
cloth belts. Some cutters use several of
these belt sanders, progressing from one
to another according to grit size on the
belt, or the length of time a belt has
been in use.

The commonest method of sanding is
the replaceable silicon carbide coated
cloth sheet which is stretched over a
wooden disk with a layer of felt beneath
it. This sheet is usually held in place
with a metal hoop, or tied with a string.
The string rests in a groove cut into the
rim of the disk.

The writer has tried all of these
methods and they all work well. As I
am a public school teacher, teaching
amateur gem cutting and jewelry making
to capacity filled classes in an effort to
accomodate as many students as pos-
sible in a large high school, I found
certain difficulties in sanding where the
equipment was used by many students
each day. After considerable experi-
mentation I presented the problem to the
educational department of a large abra-
sive manufacturer and finally devised a
method of sanding that is cheap and
efficient. This method differs from the
one using coated abrasive cloth sheets
in that the old cloth is retained and
new grit applied.

Obtain a face plate that fits your
arbor, or make one from a nut and a
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piece of sheet metal by riveting the nut
to the sheet metal. Mount the face
plate upon a wooden disk, about 8” 1o
107 in diameter, and about 3,” to 1”
in thickness. As the disk rotates true
it with a wood-chisel and round the out-
side face slightly. Secure a piece of
sponge rubber and glue this to the disk,
after cutting it to size. Take a piece of
canvas, wet it thoroughly, and stretch it
over the rubber, tacking it on the back
side of the wooden disk. Coat the can-
vas with fine #220 or #320 orit. This
is best done by spreading an adhesive
on the canvas and dusting the grit from
a shaker made from a half-pint screw-
top jar, after punching the lid with tiny
holes.

Several kinds of adhesive may be
used. Water glass, procurable from

drug stores, is good. It dries quickly
but it does not hold grit as well as some
other adhesives. Ordinary liquid hide
glue may be used after thinning it with
water. Do mnot use waterproof glue.
Hot cabinetmakers’ glue is better. It
must be soaked overnight in water and
prepared in an electric glue pot or a
double boiler. This is used in the mak-
ing of the commercial coated abrasive
cloth.  Hot glue should be thin and care
must be used in brushing it on the can-
vas lo avoid wrinkles. It helps some to
warm the canvas over a flame before
applying the hot glue. I have taught
my students this method for a number
of years with good results.

In recent experiments I discovered
another adhesive that is excellent. It is
a polishing wheel cement used widely in
the metal working industry. It is called
GRIPMASTER. (Name of manufactur-
er on request.) This cement may be
applied to the cold canvas with a brush
and the grit leisurely dusted. It is
available in quart cans. The coated
sander should dry overnight before be-
ing used.

The Gripmaster, hot cabinetmakers’
glue or the liquid hide glue may all be
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washed from the canvas with hot water smooth it lightly with a piece of agate.
and a scrub brush. The canvas should Several sanders should be made. Then
be dried and then recoated. If the one may be used while the others are
sander is slightly rough. after recoating.  being recoated.

View of Jewelry and Gem Cutting class at Woodrow Wilson High School, W ashington,
D. C. Girl at left is grinding a gem. Boy at the back (white shirt) is working at a
flat lap. Boy at right (rear) is drilling a pendant. Students in the foreground are
working at soldering benches. Note that about a third of the class is girls. This is a
very popular course. Instituted by Mr. Baxter in 1935, it now requires sessions for
five groups daily.

. . : THE ABRASIV
Opening About April 1st GEM ll\)RILI?. E

S R T Something new in
drilling gem stones—

(SUNLAND — TUJUNGA) automatic lift — one
pulley — Jacob chuck

. : 5 - — no gears — noise-

Gem and Mineral Shop | SR R

3 . : s pensive drill bits —
Good Cutting Material tce ' rall oF stifbwire

and carborundum.
Weight 10 Ibs.

Polished Cabochons

Bookends, Jewelry PRICE $37.00
Lapidary and Jewelry Supplies PREPAID
Visitors Welcome WRITE TO |

Home Address, Louis L. Humble
T TY 68172 Estrella Ave.
CLARKE and KUHN _ Los Angeles 44, Calif.
6924 Foothill Boulevard Business Address
Tujunga, California 1104 W. 58th St., Los Angeles 37, Calif.
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By E. GRACE PETERS
656 E. Manchester Avenue, Los Angeles 1, California
Member of Los Angeles Lapidary Society

OR ANYONE travelling with no camp
equipment Bend, Oregon is the ideal
place to headquarter while rock hunting
in central Oregon. There are all types
of auto courts, trailer camps and res-
taurants and there are many gem fields
in every direction for one day trips.
Gas stations on the Oregon highways
are not as plentiful as in some states
and it is best to get gasoline and serv-
ice the car in Bend and be provided
with water and lunch before going on
a daily trip. !
Our first trip was to Hampton Buttes.
We were told that we would not have to
dig as there was plenty of material on
the surface. We drove east on the Bend-
Burns highway (#54) to about two
miles west of the town of Hampton; then
north over the low buttes of the sur-
rounding area. By careful driving one
can go a mile from the highway which
will save much walking and hauling.

In this area we found beautifully
marked blood-stone but it contained
many “bugs”. We also found fortifica-
tion agate, beautiful light green lacey
moss agate, jasper, petrified wood with
common opal, green jasper and agate.
Unusual pieces of material picked up
included a piece of rose-pink petrified
wood with what appeared to be termite
borings and a large tree cast weighing
about 50 pounds. Large quartz filled
nodules are reported in this area but
we found none.

There is a lot of territory to cover
at Hampton Buttes and it requires a lot
of walking and climbing. My son act-
ed as my pack horse and he did a noble
job in carrying our findings to the car.
While this area has heen well worked
through the years by many rockhounds
the snows and rains wash out plenty
of new material every year.

Our next trip was to Glass Buttes,
another location that requires no dig-
ging. This location is in the northeast-
ern corner of Lake county and is also
reached by Highway #54. Drive through
the town of Hampton and continue east
for ten miles. A wagon road to the
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right leads south to a shepherd’s cabin
where we parked. Glass Buttes have
an elevation of 6390 feet although the
two buttes are not quite 1900 feet ahove
the surrounding plateau. These buttes,
dating from the late Tertiary period,
are extrusions of volcanic glass or ob-
sidian. Large chunks have weathered
out of the surrounding material and are
plentiful on the low hills. My “pack
horse” and I gathered much interesting
material here. We found iridescent ob-
sidian in almost every hue: rose, blue,
green, purple and soft rainbow-like
shades. We gathered three flow chunks
of black, brown and clear gray obsidian
and we found a rich amber shade which
facets beautifully and looks like a lovely
dark topaz. Silver sheen obsidian is
plentiful and I have seen some gold
sheen that rivals the manufactured
“goldstone” in brilliance. The irides-
cent obsidian must be sawed across the
rainbow to get the best color effect. It
makes beautiful cabochons for use in
jewelry that will not receive hard wear.

Mrs.

midst

Peters’ party sitiing in the
of thousands of tons of obsidian.

The high light of any trip in Oregon
is a day at Priday Ranch. This famous
location is on Highway #97 near Ma-
dras. The only marker we observed was
the bottom of a barrel nailed to a post
at the side of the road which said “Pri-
day Agate Beds 5 Miles.” The road
leading to the beds is on the east side
of the highway, two gates south of the
ranch house. It is a common mountain
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dirt road as far as the caretaker’s trail-
er camp. Here we found a note on the
door reading “we are at the agate beds.”
Not knowing where they were we had to
wait until Mrs. Gulovson. the present
manager, came back. This location con-
tains several beds of thunder eges par-
ticularly noted for their colorings and
markings. The name “thunder eggs”
was given to the rocks by the Indians
who believed they were hurled from the
volcanoes by the Thunder Gods when
they were angry.

Mrs. Gulovson first took us to the
“blue bed” where the thunder eggs are
filled with blue agate, some with sagen-
itic inclusions. They abound on the sur-
face and we filled a bushel basket in a
few minutes. However I made this trip
especially to see the flower beds and I
mean flowers. Mrs. Gulovson then led
the way to the new flower beds where
we dug for two hours in volcanic ash
and hard adobe to recover about 60
pounds of thunder eggs many of which
contain beautiful flower-like effects. At
this writing 1 have not sawed many of
them but 1 have made nineteen caho-
chons. Nine of these have flowers so
beautifully formed and colored as to
belie their origin from the inside of
rough brown rocks. Many of these
“eggs” are not round like most nodules
but are misshapen masses of rock with
a hard crust that looks like a baked
brick.

The hammer hounds have heen busy
spoiling many moss filled eggs in quest
of flower agate. I gathered many small
pieces of broken agate just the right
size for cabochons that had fine red
moss inclusions. We did not visit the
famous “red bed” where many plume
agates have been found as I had ac-
quired by the “silver pick” method a
good collection of these. When sawed
thin many things are revealed—lovely
under water scenes with willow trees and
red moss hanging over the banks of a
lake; sunset scenes in true colors;
plume-like bushes, ete. I have one spe-
cimen that looks like a forest fire with
fire in the distance, blackened trees in
the foreground and blue smoke curling
into the sky. I have another that re-
sembles a goldfish bowl with gold fish
and red moss and another of a tiger
lily with leaves at the side. When I
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make cabochons from the sliced thun-
der eggs I study the sawed slabs care-
fully to get the best possible picture
and I try to leave enough of the outer
crust or matrix to form a frame for the
picture.

There are several other beds on the
Priday Ranch but we did not visit them
for lack of time. Over-night camping
is permitted but it is a dry camp. Wa-
ter, fuel for fires and warm clothing
should be carried for the nights are cold
and mountain showers come often. Any-
one visiting central Oregon for gem
materials will not be disappointed.

The author picks thunder eggs from a
bank on the Priday Ranch.

LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT
AND SUPPLIES
Agate Jewelry, Pearls, Cabochon Material,
Slabs or Rough.
Buffs, Crinding Wheels,
RX Lapidary

Diamond Saws,
Arbors, etc. Mineralights,
Machine, B & | Gem Maker.

We also do Custom Sawing
and Polishing

TACOMA LAPIDARY SUPPLY CO.
631 St. Helens Ave. Tacoma 2, Wash.
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"DRESS-UP SPECIAL!™

Your collection or workshop needs a new outfit at this time of year. Here is your
chance to add that note of foreign color—and at a value. Order from the selection
best suited to your needs.

URUGUAYAN MALACHITE SOUTH AFRICAN TIGER EYE
BRAZILIAN RED BANDED AGATE

SLABS: No. 1—10 sq. in. ass’td of all 3 materials
No. 2—10 sq. in. of any one of above materials
BLANKS: No. 3—8 ass’td blanks (ring-size) of all 3 materials
No. 4—8 blanks (ring-size) of any material
PREFORMS: No. 5—6 ass’td (ring-size) 2 of each material

No. 6—6 preforms (ring-size) all of one material
(Fed. Tax included and all orders prepaid!)
Order any one unit of the above choices — for only $3.00 Don’t wait too long!
This offer is limited to materials now on hand or readily available.

STARDUST GEMHOUSE Rt. 6, Box 1113D, Phoenix, Arizona

I S — rm

ATTENTION
}ewe/ry Cra/fdmen

We Are Manufacturers and Suppliers Of:
STERLING SILVER SHEET IN ALL THICKNESSES AND WIDTHS

STERLING SILVER WIRE —
ROUND, HALF ROUND, SQUARE, TRIANGULAR, ETC., IN ALL SIZES

STERLING SILVER FANCY WIRES —
BEZEL, BEAD WIRE, PEARL BEAD WIRE, TWIST WIRE, ETC.

STERLING SILVER FINDINGS —
CHAIN — EARWIRES — HOLLOW BALLS

NICKEL SILVER PINSTEM FINDINGS—]OINTS—SAFETY CATCHES
SILVER SOLDER SHEET AND WIRE — SILVER SOLDER FLUX
KARAT GOLD SHEET, WIRE, SOLDER AND FINDINGS

We Will Gladly Furnish Illustrated Pamphlet and Price List Upon
Request. Address Department “F.”

WILDBERG BROS. SMELTING AND REFINING CO.

SAN FRANCISCO 2 LOS ANGELES 14
742 MARKET STREET 635 SOUTH HILL STREET

Department “F” Department “F”

SINCE 1907

ARIZONA AGATES, JASPERS

PETRIFIED WOOD

We have no price lists. Just send the amount
of money you wish to spend and tell me just
what you would like, rough or sliced gem
material, the quality, the colors, the size
chunks, the kind, like chrysocolla, malachite,
agate or jasper, iris agate, banded and so
on. We have all colors, we have gem geodes
sold in slices, halves or chunks. We have
some amethyst crystals, turquoise, petrified
wood, opal and opalized gem, and many
other kinds of rough gems.

CHAS. E. HILL

2205 N. 8th Street, Phoenix, Ariz.

SCHOOL

LEARN LAPIDARY & METALCRAFT
Under C.l. Bill, Non-Veteran Too
APPROVED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

Classes — Private Instruction

PIONEER LAPIDARY & METALCRAFT
SCHOOL

SCIENCE PARK, LOVELAND, COLORADO
M. |. STICKLES, Owner, Director
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By RUSSELL S. GRUBE, President

1295 Glen Eyrie Avenue, San Jose, California

HE BIG EVENT of our second year

will be our second annual gem
show to be held on April 19th and 20th,
1947, in the California National Guard
Armory at 240 North Second Street, San
Jose, California. The members have
been working all year for this and are
paying the expenses of the undertaking
from the proceeds of a rummage sale
of material gathered by members for
the past several months. There will be
no admission and nothing will be for
sale at the exhibit.

There will be an abundance of lapi-
dary work on display covering all phases
of the lapidary and jewelry art. Mr.
Raymond Addison, who has an article
on cameo and intaglio carving elsewhere
in this issue, will exhibit his justly fam-
ous collection of personally carved
cameos. Mr. Addison’s methods are
unique and his cameos are so different
and so perfect that many dispute their
being cameos at all. This will be a
good chance for pardonable skeptics to
see for themselves that a cameo can be
made to look like a photograph on stone.

The San Jose Lapidary Society was
formed when 18 interested people met
al my home on January 18th, 1945. 1
am a charter member of the Los Angeles
Lapidary Society and I felt the need of
a gem culting organization in northern
California as | could not get to the Los
Angeles meetings but about once a year.

LAPIDACAO BRASIL

Specializing in unusual Brazilian specimens,
cutting materials and Gems. Faceting aqua-
marine, tourmaline 75¢, Topaz, Citrine, Ame-
thyst 50c, rutilated 10c, highest quality
smoky 5c gram.

Rare Phenacite xlIs 14”—$3.00 to 17 or
clusters at $18.50. Small cabs, standard
sizes, rounds, ovals, squares, of agates,
bloodstone and Tiger Eye, two for $1.00, tax
and postage extra. Equipment—Orcutt facet-
ing head and lap complete $140.00.

KILIAN E. BENSUSAN

8615 Columbus Ave. San Fernando, Calif,

At the end of our first year we had 45
members from Santa Clara, San Mateo,
Santa Cruz, Monterey, San Benito and
Contra Costa Counties. Thirty-three of
these members had progressed to the
point where a public showing of their
work was given on January 19th and
20th, 1946. More than 9,000 items were
exhibited and the attendance was well in
excess of 3,000 which was a record con-
sidering the number of persons in the
area.

The society now has a membership of
more than 70 and we hope to have 100
by the end of this year. Persons in the
vicinity of San Jose are welcome to at-
tend the society meetings held at the
De Anza Hotel in San Jose on the first
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 P.M.
The Secretary is Charles Murphy, Route
1. Box 555, Los Gatos, California.

It is hoped that delegations from the
various mineral societies in northern
California will attend our gem show and
that all persons who have any interest
in rocks at all will pay us a visit. Most
of the materials displayed will be Cali-
fornia and Oregon gems and it is usually
a revelation to the public that such
things exist almost under their feet. The
date again is April 19th and 20th—the
place is the California National Guard
Armory in San Jose—admission is free
and nothing is for sale.

MONTANA ACGATE

Slabs—Cabochons—Mounted Jewelry—in every
known type found in the Yellowstone River de-
posit. Outstanding pieces worthy of a place in
the finest collection of the most discerning con-
noisseur of gems. Approval selections to respon-
sible parties.

James ]. Kehoe, Bigfork, Montana

Calif. Candy Wood, select............ $1.50 Ib.
GOSHLgEadai 7 o R $1.00 Ib.
Arizona Vein Agate................ $1.00 Ib.

Flowering Obsidian
Add 209, tax on obsidian
Calif. residents please add 2149, sales tax
No order less than $1.00, Add tax and postage.
CORA L. YOUNC

P.O. Box 213 Martinez, California
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You can Have my WALLE T ——0—

Bor  DonNT I vake wv. TaspeER]!

ﬂere; 3Aaf Wan _/4§ain

(New Version)

“Who’s that stranger, mother dear? “And then he bought a diamond ‘sawr’
Look, he knows me; ain’t he queer?” And sawed a ton of rocks or more.

“Hush, my own, don’t talk so wild; “But now he says he’s out of bort

That’s your father, dearest child.” And feels he needs a little snort,
“HE’s my father? No such thing! “So he’s come back for food and drink.
Daddy died away last Spring.” He IS your Daddy, and I think

“Daddy didn’t die, you dub; “He will not bite if you kiss him child,
He only joined a mineral club, Those lapidaries just LOOK wild.”

. LT
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By Lelande Quick

ECENTLY, someone came to me after a

lecture and complained that most of
the jewelry books showed how to make
pendants. “Who wears pendants?” said
the man as he showed me a magnificent
bracelet he had fashioned. He had
studied jewelry design in France and
claimed to possess a fine library on
jewelry design. Of course few amateur
jewelry makers ever get the opportunity
to study in France and the great majority
of them never progress beyond the “pen-
dant” stage but they have their fun and
satisfaction and if they are satisfied
with that it is more important than
their failure to become great artists. [
suppose all silversmiths begin with sim-
ple designs. As in all things one must
crawl before he walks and too many
never learn to walk.

But for those who have progressed
and have really become “artists” in
jewelry design, and for those who real-
ize their own limitations but have an
appreciation for the higher talent of
others, there is an event now transpiring
that is historic and highly important.
The Museum of Modern Art in New
York has gathered a representative col-
lection of pieces from many top-most
artisans and sent it travelling abroad in
the land. By the time this appears the
exhibit will already have appeared in
Durham, N.H., at the University of New
Hampshire (Feb. 6th to the 27th) and
at New Orleans at the Art Association
(March 13th to April 3rd). Its next ap-
pearance will be at the Art Museum in
San Francisco, April 15th to May 6th,

Panel No. Museum No. Artist

1. 46.1130 Bertoia
A-B
Bertoia

v

"

OBN—D00 0o~

Db DDA AMDRD
3o DO000n

1 Pousette-Dart
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followed by the concluding exhibit at
Baltimore at the Art Museum from May
22nd to June 12th.

Anne Holton of the Museum of Mod-
ern Art writes me that “in selecting ma-
terial for our exhibition, MODERN
JEWELRY DESIGN, we found it neces-
sary to limit the field of choice to items
under a certain price. This restriction
made it impossible for us to include any
precious stones or metals.” Most of the
jewelry in the exhibit is for sale. How-
ever as the panels are being circulated
no items can be removed until the end
of the tour. In many cases similar
pieces can be procured directly from the
designers or their galleries to whom all
requests for purchases will be referred.

Following is a table of the items in
the exhibit. Take it with you when you
visit the museum if you are lucky
enough to be near Baltimore or San
Irancisco to see the exhibit after this
information appears. We list the Panel
Number, the Museum Number, the Artist
and a description. If any item interests
you to the point of inquiry or purchase
the LAPIDARY JOURNAL will be glad
to furnish the name and address of the
artist if you will inquire by postal. It
should be noted that this exhibit, repre-
senting the best the craft affords, in-
cludes but thirteen pendants and is
heavily represented by brass and lucite
in addition to the silver pieces. It is sig-
nificant that there is no item of copper,
a metal becoming increasingly popular
with amateurs.

Type of Jewelry

Silver brooch

Silver brooch

Silver brooch with colored thread
Silver wire necklace

Pair silver wire earrings

Silver brooch
Silver brooch
Silver brooch
Silver brooch
Silver brooch
Silver bracelet

Erass, two spheres with designs
Brass 5-pointed star

Brass scroll

Brass 6-pointed star

Brass 8-pointed star

Brass hollow sphere
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Panel No. Museum No. Artist Type of Jewelry

46.1499 ™ » ‘“Tear Drop," brass
46,1259 ! - Brass amulet, cross, crescent, sphere
4. 46.1255 Pousette-Dart Brass cross
46,1256 " A Brass amulet, cross and sphere
46.1258 ) n Brass double cross, crescent
46.1497 1 " “‘Sea Feeling”
46,1260 o L Brass ‘M’ on bar
46.1254 " " Brass circle
46.1473 2 (s Brass bird shape
5% 46.809 Calder Brass necklace with twelve spirals
46.812 & Brass necklace with hooks and spirals
46.817 % Brass bracelet with reversed *'S"
6. 46.810 Calder Brass necklace with spirals in 2 planes
46.814 s Brass necklace, flowers and leaves
46.830 4 Bone pendant with silver bangles, leather string
75 46.824 Calder Brass cabochon, with colored glass
46.813 e Brass boomerang necklace
46.828 A-B ! Pair silver earrings with mobile fingers
46.1248 b Silver bracelet
8. 46.1442 Hammid Nickel silver wire and glass marble necklace
46.1443 i Matching bracelet
45.1444 2l Matching pin
46.1088 DeRivera Chrome nickel steel pin
46.1240 H Chrome nickel steel pin
46.1241 4 Chrome nickel steel pin
46.1242 o Chrome nickel steel pin
46.1243 2 Chrome nickel steel pin
9 46.1111 deStephens Necklace, silver, jade, coral
46.1114 i (temporarily removed) Silver bracelet with jade mask
46.1115 s Obsidian and jade earplug, silver chain
46.1108 D Silver ring with round jade bead
46.1109 4y Silver ring with long jade bead
46.847 Lipchitz Gold plated silver pendant set with turquoise
10. 46.1161 Simpson Lucite and silver neckiace with stones
46.1162 It Lucite bracelet with smoke crystal, tourmalines
46.1163 A Lucite bracelet with four crystals
46,1158 i Lucite bracelet with chalcedony chip
46.1091 Lid Lucite bracelet with green stone
46.1104 Gay Silver bracelet
46.1245 i Long silver chain
46.1246 o Flat-wire silver bracelet
1) 46.755 Wagner & Zulumian Silver necklace with ribbon agates
46.756 4 s Silver necklace with moonstones
46.1407 A-B & L Square moss-agate cuff links
46.1105 Husted-Anderson Hinged silver bracelet
46.1106 % " Wire bracelet with stones
46.1107 S pr Enameled bracelet
12: 46.1145 Hurst & Kingsbury Silver square collar
46.1146 e 4 Silver necklace with opal
46.1147 " £ Necklace with irregular shapes, silver
46.1148 ] i/ Pin of two irregular shapes, silver
46,1149 ' h Link bracelet, copper/silver wire
46.1151 " 1 Link bracelet with raised circles
46.1152 A-B " 2 Pair earrings, silver with labradorite
13 46.152 DePatta Siiver ring
46.1262 ! Silver ring with rock crystal
46.1264 o Gold pin with smoky topaz
46.1265 " GCold ring with rutilated crystal
46.947 Turner Silver bracelet
46.955 i Silver chain
45.953 3 Silver chain
46.958.1-3 % Silver buttons
46.957 3 Silver chain
46.954 n Silver chcker
14. 46.1116 Burrage Silver pin, tourmaline, emeralds
46,1117 Ly Silver pin, aguamarine, tourmalines
46.1121 4 Silver necklace, 5 blue chalcedony stones
46.1123 (4 Silver necklace, yellow agates, yellow quartz
46.1124 b Silver necklace, yellow quartz, rutilated quartz
46,1492 Karlan Gold brooch, with tourmaline
46.1493 A Gold brooch, spiral, with black opal
46.1496 A-B 2/ Silver necklace (A) with pin (B)
15, 45.593 Kraus Silver bracelet
46.594 A-B A Pair silver earrings
46.1237 Lobel Narrow buckle -
46.1238 i Link bracelet
46.1239 2t Shoe-horn bracelet
45.1098 Levy Ruby and bead brooch
46.1096 " Reverse dome silver bracelet
46.1102 * Nugold necklace
46.1519 oL Silver ring
16. 46.1155 Hillsmith Clay pin with brass wire and clay pendant
46.1156 5 Clay pin with brass wire and clay pendant
46.595A Coles Silver/gold pin necklace
46.595B v Silver/gold pin bracelet
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Museum No.

46.596A
46.596B

k7 46.640 Albers & Reed
46.642 o iy
46.645 i <
46.646 3 s

18. 46,1486
46.1487
46,1488 G
46.1489 i

Panel No. " Artist

De Diego

46.589 i
46.590 A-B 5

20. 46,1141
45.1140
46.1143 "
46.1144 2

21, 46.832
46.833
46.834 5
46.835 A
46.1142 &

22, 46.836
46.838
46.840 ¥ 2
46.1494.1-2 ) %
46.842.1-4 o o
46.841 Ly 4

Bennett

Bennett

Modern Navajo

Type of Jewelry

Blue/green pin necklace
Blue/green pin bracelet

Necklace with strainer and clips
Necklace with screws and coral beads
Necklace with colored Jacks
Necklace with L braces

Bat pendant
Snake pendant
Crystal pendant
Curved necklace

Necklace, coins and brass wire
Silver flower necklace

Silver necklace

Silver necklace

Pin. fish, dipped in gold

Pin, fish, silver

Pair earrings, silver

Stiff brass wire necklace with brass pendant
Stiff silver wire necklace with silver pendant
Circular brass pendant

Square brass pendant with leather string

Hammered brass neckplate (curlicue)
Hammered brass neckplate (scallops)
Polished brass wishbone pendant
Hammerad brass circular pendant
Brass ring

Silver hammered bracelet
Silver bracelet

Silver pendant

Pair silver buttons

Four large silver buttons
Butterfly pin

G 071gmml(zfz'07/y
[ &

May we wish you all the success in

the world with the new JOURNAL

LAPIDARY SUPPLIES
FELKER DI-MET BLADES
RX LAPIDARY MACHINE

B & I GEM MAKERS

ALLEN LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT
PRESTOLITE SUPPLIES
NORTON ABRASIVES
SARTWELL GEM DRILL
MINERALIGHTS
G & W LAPIDARY EQUIPMENT
POLY ARBORS
FEATHERWEIGHT FACET
EQUIPMENT

Open daily 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sundays 1 to 5 p.m.

Send for price list of lapidary supplies
and cutting material

Mail orders filled promptly

LONG BEACH
MINERAL & L APIDARY
SUPPLY CO.

1850 E. Pacific Coast Hwy.
Long Beach 4, Calif.
Phone 738-56

Introductory
Gemology

the perfect
reference book

per copy, $3.75
®

Gems &
Gemology

scientific quarterly
per year, $3.50

Ask for information also on our
correspondence courses, gem-test-
ing instruments, and other books
published by us.

GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE
of
AMERICA

541 S. Alexandria Ave.
Los Angeles 5, California

April, 1947
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This is certainly good news. At last
the lapidaries will get a publication of
their own. There has been a crying
need for just such a thing. Russell S.
Grube, Pres., San Jose Lapidary Society.

Congratulations on the new enterprise.
There isn’t a doubt in my mind but that
there is an ample field for a well-edited
lapidary journal and | know of no one
better qualified than you to do the
editing.  Randall Henderson, Editor,

DESERT MAGAZINE.

[t’s a big job, son, but I'm with you
in any way possible. William Pitts. San
Francisco.

I want to be one of the first fifty
million subseribers. Maurine Hazle, San
Bernardino. Calif.

The fact that Mr. Quick is to be Editor
is enough for me. Send me more blanks.

M. D. Taylor, Stockton, Calif.

At last we are to have a long needed

publication. Send me two copies of
every issue. Charles Wagner, Los An-
geles.

[ shall look forward eagerly to see
what fine new thing is in store for us.
Erna Clark, Pres., Orange Belt Miner-
alogical Society.

Your project will be eminently suc-
cessful from the beginning. Paul Van-
der Eike, Editor, MINERAL NOTES
AND NEWS.

Congratulations, fellow. If you do it
right you are supplying a real need.

Ralph Dietz, Inyokern, Calif.

Congratulations and we wish you good
luck with the new venture. De Witte
Hagar, Felker, Mfg. Co., Torrance, Calif.

Congratulations and the best of luck.
Thomas Daniel, Los Angeles.

I[f T can help in any way let me know.
Charles G. Schweitzer, Temple City,
Calif.

You can not help but succeed, con-
sidering such interesting and helpful
articles you have written in the past.
Orma Coburn, Los Angeles.
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We wish you great success. Mrs.
Daniel Walters, Ramona, Calif.
I wish you marked success. Merle

Baden, Riverside, Calif.

I wish you the highest success in this
undertaking. Archie Palmer, Detroit.

[ wish to be your first subscriber. The
time is right NOW to start a venture of
this kind. Dr. H. C. Dake, Editor, THE
MINERALOGIST.

You have been examining crystal
spheres and seeing things. Here’s hoping
you much success. George McPheeters,

Burbank, Calif.

I know it will be worthy of the rocks
it will tell about. Helen Babcock, W hit-
tier, Calif.

Best wishes and may you prosper.

Ralph Waldo, Centralia, W ash.

Success to your endeavor. L. C. Cline,

San Bernardino, Calif.

Our VERY best wishes. Victor and
Willella Gunderson, Los Angeles.

Best wishes for a successful career for
the LAPIDARY JOURNAL. Samuel
Steinlauf, Bridgeport, Conn.

Every wish for its well deserved suc-
cess. Madeleine Burrage, Wiscasset, Me.

There is a
JOURNAL.
land, Calif.

I am sure you will make a great suc-
cess of it. Mary Humble, Los Angeles.

great need for such a

Mrs. John B. Clarke, Sun-

My best wishes for your new venture
and may the LAPIDARY JOURNAL
grow and prosper with each issue. Peter
Zodac, Editor, ROCKS AND MIN-
ERALS.

You've done it again. Congratula-
s (=) o
tions. Loran Perry, Pasadena.

I expect and hope to see the JOUR-
NAL issued monthly in 1948. Walter

Gorham, Ajo, Arizona.

A million dollars of Good Luck wishes.
C. G. May, San Fernando, Calif.
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Best Wishes in your new undertaking.
Robert B. Berry, Editor, THE EARTH
SCIENCE DIGEST.

We are certain the type of publication
you will edit will have outstanding
merit. R. [. Feist, Phoenix. Ariz.

Just what we needed to further the
appreciation and knowledge of the erafts
of jewelry and lapidary. de Marrione and
Charles, Los Angeles.

The Tucson Gem and Mineral Society
offers congratulations on the birth of
your publication. It sounds wonderful.

Best of luck to your new venture. [ay

L. Gilkey, Oklahoma City.

[ am pleased to see that you are plan-
ning a new lapidary magazine. I hope it
will be widely read. Dr. Frederick H.
Pough, Curator of Mineralogy at the
American Museum of Natural History,

New York City.

We are looking forward with anticipa-
tion to viewing the first issue. James J.
Kehoe, Bigfork, Montana.

Best wishes for success. Charles Hop-
kins, Burlington, N. C.

I believe your new type of magazine is
one that is greatly needed and that it will
be well received. Kathleen D. Kitchell,
Terlingua, Texas.

Herewith my buck; more where this
came from. Luck fella! Dr. Lloyd D.
Reeks, Indio, Calif.

Give information on faceting; anybody
can cut cabochons. Claudius Dalloz, New

York City.

I am sure that your new publication
will fill many needs of the amateur lapi-
dary. John Grieger. Pasadena, Calif.

Best wishes for success in your new
venture, William J. Kane. San Francisco.

May we congratulate you on the new
magazine and wish you all kinds of suc-
cess. Lowell R. Gordon, Long Beach,
Calif.

I have been waiting for just such a pub-
lication. Yours is going to be “just the
ticket”. Clinton E. Wager, Jerome, Ariz.

May you enjoy a long and prosperous
life. £. R. Hickey, Sr., Los Angeles.
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I wish you a steady growth and a
great book because as long as we have
good copies for people to read the more
they will become interested. May you
have a long and good JOURNAL. Clar-

ence A. Ames, Portland.

[ am looking forward to receiving it
as it is something all lapidaries need. /7.

H. MacKechnie, Hollywood.

Success to our new born magazine, B.

B. Balyeat. Aliadena, Calif.

Good luck in your new venture. Mrs.

Arthur Bissell, Inyokern, Calif.

I thank you in advance. Adolph Jar-
vimaki, Frazee, Minn.

There is a great opportunity for such a
publication and I want to extend heart-
iest wishes for your success, Dr. Fred-

erick W. Burcky. San Marino, Calif.

I guess one more won’t hurt much, so
here is my dollar, Roy Morgan, Mo-

llt'slu, C(Illf

May you have success in this new un-
dertaking, Mrs. A. E. Thiel, Montpelier,
Idaho.

[ know it will be a success, William T.
Baxter, Bethesda, Md.

We hope it is just what we have been
wishing for. Mac Clanahan & Son, Sac-
ramento, Calif.

This is a step in the right direction.
More power to you. Dr. H. H. Snook.
Palmdale, Calif.

I am sure it will be a great success as
it is greatly needed. Ray C. Bowers,

Burbank, Calif.

This is a magazine the lapidary has
needed for sometime. W. E. True, Port-
land.

We feel that you have every reason to
feel optimistic about the reception of a
publication devoted to gems and the
lapidary field. Ralph T. Salsbury, San
Diego.

I'll say your magazine will be in de-

mand. Len A. Bennett, Kernville, Calif.

I'm sure it will be gladly received.

Kate Ness, Bakersfield, Calif.
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Will be expecting my first copy of your
JOURNAL with great impatience. |
KNOW it will be fine. Katharine M.
Gohn, Mesa, Ariz.

The West Coast Mineral Society wishes
you Good Luck and Good Going.

Figure I'd better hear what the old pack-
rats have to say before I leave my bones
to bleach. Good luck feller. Mahlon
Frank, San Marino. Calif.

May it have a long and prosperous life!
Angelon Hoffmeister, Los Angeles.

Thank you for your helpfulness to us.

Dwight Brooke. Big Pine, Calif.

May His blessings be yours. Pastor
John L. Zecher, San Juan Bautista. Calif.

Congratulations.
one long ago.

Sandwich, N. H.

We ought to have had
Thomas D. Gatshall,

Hope your new publication goes over
with a BANG!! FEl Paso Rock & Lapi-
dary Supply.

Looking forward to your first issue and
much luck to you in the new venture.
Maryann Kasey, Prescott, Ariz.

Best of luck with your new publication.
Harris J. Ide, Burlington, Wis.

Our very best wishes for your success.
Smith’s Agate Shop, Portland.

Best wishes for the success of your mag-
azine. J. Harry Howard, Greenville,
S. C.. Author of “Handbook for The
Amateur Lapidary”.

[ think your magazine will be just what

the lapidary needs. C. H. Lindley,
Tempe, Ariz.
“Wishing you every success”. Wildberg

Bros. Smelting & Refining Co., Los
Angeles.

Fred .

“I wish you all the success”.
Schroeder, Riverside.

“My husband and I are lapidaries and
we are looking forward to your publica-
tion as one long needed”. Mrs. Dorothy
Vestal, Terrebonne, Oregon.

“It sounds just like it’s the paper many
of us want and here’s good luck and best
wishes. W. S. Kettering, Pueblo, Col-
orado.
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-a successful venture.

“While T do not have any lapidary
equipment I expect to have some some
time in the future, therefore think this
magazine will be of some help. Wish-
ing it success. John N. Bentley, King-
fisher, Oklahoma.

“This is a magazine that is needed and
we wish you luck on your venture. We
read your column in the Desert Maga-
zine, a magazine we enjoy”. G. D. Kin-
zer, Washington, D. C.

Here’s hoping for your success. . Lor-
en Mitchell, Montrose, Calif.
Here’'s my buck, lots of luck. Wm. F.

Thompson, Eugene. Oregon.

I think you are to be congratulated for
your part in founding this new publica-
tion, and I am confident that it will be

Eldon D. Beezley,
Los Angeles.

[ think you have started something that
will go over in a big way and prove
a great help to everyone interested.
Floyd T. Cooy, Pacific Coast Explora-
tion Co., Riverside.

FINE GEM AGATE

Jasp-Moss agate, deep red to
translucent with red moss-like in-
clusions. Takes fine polish. $2.00
per pound.

Carnelian Dinosaur bone. Very
fine for book ends, ash trays, etc.,
$1.50 per pound.

Translucent agate with red lace
or moss like inclusions, makes very
delicately colored cabochons. $3.00
per pound.

Pigeon blood red, translucent,
showing cloud like effects in red.
Very fine material. Color pene-
trates and very little loss in cut-
ting. $3.00 per pound.

Include postage on above. We have
numerous well pleased customers and
sell on money back guarantee.

E. B. FREEMAN
636 Hill Ave., Grand Junction, Colorado
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Lots of good luck as I have enjoyed
your Amateur Gem Cutter articles in the
Desert Magazine since their inception.
Walter N. Lamore, San Francisco.

Best wishes for success in your venture.

Wm. C. Chandler, San Jose. Calif.

Wishing you every success, Ernest S.

Bateman, Seattle, Wash.

Best wishes. The

Bayfield, Colorado.

Colorado Gem Co.,

Again wishing vou best of luck. Star-

dust Gemhouse. Phoenix, Arizona.

Wishing you good luck with this publi-
cation.  Gripmaster  Division. Nelson
Chemicals Corp., Detroit. Mich.

We should like to extend our very hest
wishes in connection with the success of
the Lapidary Journal. Lee Lapidaries,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Wishing you many years of successful
business. Mrs. I. B. Clark & Mrs. Wm.
Kuhn, Sunland, Calif.

Good luck with your venture.
Wood, San Francisco, Calif.

Calvin D.

I am glad for the privilege of having an
ad in the first issue of the new Lapidary
Journal. We are very enthusiastic about
this new publication, feel it will fill a
place that no other publication has
filled. Cora L. Young, Martinez, Calif.

THE LAPIDARY JOURNAL

Published Quarterly
April — July
October — January

$1.00 for four issues. Enclose
dollar bill with printed name
and address. We will start your
subscription with the April issue
if you specify.

LAPIDARY JOURNAL
P.O. Box 1228
Hollywood 28, California

ROCK CUTTERS

50c PER POUND

E A real buy in cutting material.
Pastelite
Sagenite

Marcasite in Agate

Assorted Jaspers
Variscite, Nevada

Sorry no orders less than $5.00

California residents please add 2% % sales Tax

UNIVERSAL MINERALS
% 500 West 11 Street

E

i All prices F.O.B. Los Angeles

April, 1947

Los Angeles, 15, California
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2 Sawing IlWon[ana ./4?ale

By JAMES J. KEHOE

Big Fork, Montana

EOPLE not familiar with sawing
cutting Montana agate have
haps wondered how to “set up” to saw
the first nodules they acquire.  Some
nodules are still a puzzle to me even
after many years of cutting this greatly
varying material, but I will endeavor Lo
offer a few hints that may help others.
Most Montana nodules are found in
two shapes—flat and slightly curving
like the hand. or réund and elongated.
As over a dozen types or varieties of
moss, scenes, iris, or bands of colors are
found in both shapes, the way the rock
is set up to saw will usually determine
whether the slabs will show a scenic
effect, fine banding with figures in the
banding, a combined scene and band of
color for clouds or sunset, dendrites that
look like snowflakes or sunflowers, or
moss spots taking the form of any one
of a variety of figures. If the rock is
good and does have these possibili-
ties it can easily be ruined or several
slabs spoiled by one saw cut at the
wrong angle.

The first thing to do is to look into the
rocks as far as possible with a strong
light to determine which way the moss
or banding layers lie. Light cuts taken
off an end and a side, at right angles
to the layers, will then reveal whether
the best scene or effect can be obtained
by slabbing from end to end or from
side to side. As this material probably
has rolled hundreds of miles down tur-
bulent streams, nearly all of it is crack-
ed, some badly and some only to a
depth of one-fourth inch to one-half
inch. These cracks have to he taken into
consideration when sawing. to get the
largest slabs with best dendritic, scenic,
or color effect free from fracture. Some-
times a fine scenic piece may have cracks
running across the rock and down
through the scene at fairly close inter-
vals making it appear as though nothing
of value could be sawed. By turning the
rock over 90 degrees sidewise in the saw
clamp and taking a cut or two, more
solid material often can be found or at
least material which will cut nice small
stones of ring size.

and
per-
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One type which frequently has been
sawed wrong is the flat layer type which
the old time agate hunters call “split-
ters.” This type has layers of agate alter-
nated with minute, close-grained quartz
crystal layers, spaced about the thick-
ness of a saw cut. Experienced hunters
can readily tell this type and with a rock
hammer can part ~the agate layers
through the quartz crystals almost as
smoothly as if sawed. Some of this type
have beautiful black or red dendritic
sprays lying flat in the agate layers. It
is one of the showiest types found in this
deposit. It is not always easy to discern
this type, as a rough coating of agate
often forms on the outside. Other types
show the flat, layered structure exposed,
but they look so rough and poor that
they are often passed up as of no value.
By sawing off a small end the layers
will be uncovered and the edges of the
dendrites can be seen if they are present.
If this type is exposed and shows den-
dritic possibilities after sawing off an
end. the opposite end should then he
squared off also to better enable the
clamping of the rock. After this is done
the rock can be set up in the clamp
and sawed parallel to the layers.

As only a very few specimens of this
type carry the fine large sprays do not be
disappointed if the first few do not have
them. About the time you are ready to
give up one of the poorest looking pieces
may have that fine spray you are looking
for. Some of the best sprays the writer
has were found by “taking just one more
cut.” This was especially true with some
that were milky in color and impossible
to see into.

Many people who are used to sawing
the thunder-egg type agates get used to
sawing each nodule through the center
to expose the pattern, moss, or plume.
While this method works well with those
nodules, it cannot be used to the best
advantage with Montana material. As in
the “splitter” type it would probably
ruin the best sprays as the larger and
better ones usually lie toward the center.
Sawing across them would render them
valuless. (Continued on Page 44.)
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OCTOBER — JANUARY.

CLASSIFIED ADS

RATE — 5¢ PER WORD PER INSERTION
MINIMUM SPACE $1.00. ADS UNDER THIS CLASSIFICATION ARE PAYABLE
IN ADVANCE. CLOSING DATE AT HOLLYWOOD, CALIF., FIRST DAY OF MONTH
PRECEDING MONTH OF ISSUE. PUBLISHED QUARTERLY: APRIL — JULY ——

AGATE SPECIALS—Group #1 . . Obsidian,
snowflake, gold sheen, red and black banded,
and jet black . . . Each slab will make at
least eight 10x14 MM cabochons . . . Four
slabs for $1.50 . . . Group #2 . . . Oregon
beach agate, sweetwater moss pebble, petoskey
agate, agatized coral stem ., . Will make a
total of at least nine cabochons, all four for
50 cents . . . Group #3 ... One strip each
of the following: Brazilian carnelian, red cin-
nabar in white chert, mossy carnelian, hand-
somely grained opalized wood, iridescent
silver sheen obsidian . . . Each strip will
make at least four 10x14 MM cabochons . . .
all five strips for $1.00 . . . Accurately mark
vour slabs for cutting your cabs to exact
millimeter sizes with a Geo. Davey cabochon
guide . . . 12 to 14 different sizes on each
guide . . . Oval ring $2.50 . . . Oval brooch
$2.50 . . . Square $3.00 . . . All the above
postpaid . . . We are Eastern headquarters
for Western agate and wood . . . Drop in and
let us know your needs. GARDEN STATE
MINERALS . . . 1034 Bloomfield Street,
Hoboken, New Jersey.

BOOKS AND PERIODICALS—Will buy out
of print books on gems. Also will buy old
periodicals pertaining to gems and minerals
printed prior to 1925. No books or papers
on geology wanted. Highest cash prices
paid, single volume or entire library. Please
send descriptions of books or papers to DR.
H. C. DAKE, 329 S. E. 32nd Avenue, Port-
land 15, Oregon.

CABOCHON SLABS — 25 different, select
colors, patterns, Oregon, Idaho, $5. 20 dif-
ferent, good quality, color, $2. 6 patterns gem
Obsidian, iridescent, snowflake, red-black
markings, $1.10. Extra select slabs on ap-
proval for $5 deposit. All postpaid. THOMAS
J. BONES, 2713 Rossiter Lane, Vancouver,
Washington.

JEWELRY Stones removed from rings, ete.,
100 assorted $2.40; 50 large ones, $2.40. B,
LOWE, Holland Bldg., St. Louis 1, Mo.

TWENTY scientifically labelled California
Pleistocene fossil shells $2.00. International
shell collectors directory being prepared. Free
registration. JOHN Q. BURCH, 4206 Hall-
dale Ave., Los Angeles 37.

LARGEST supply gem jade. From $6.00 1b. up.
This is the true Nephrite Jade—not Serpen-
tine. Jade cut and polished to order. BERT
A. RHOADS, Rocky Mountain Jade Shop,
Lander, Wyo.

April, 1947

GEMSTUFF MINERALS—I15 varieties, $2.50.
Gem collections, $5.00-§10.00. Jewelry making
kits, $5.00-$10.00. Fluorescent minerals,
fluorescent and luminous paints. Gems and
jewelry. Agents wanted for our line of shell,
silver and stone set jewelry, sample kits $5.00-
$10.00-825.00. C. FRANK MILLER, Naa-
mans Creek Road and Worth Ave., R.F.D.,
Boothwyn, Pa.

ARIZONA AGATE NODULES. A new find.
These nodules have a very thin coating and
come in pastel colors of pink, rose, purple,
brown, banded, etc. All shapes and sizes
from 14 to 50 pounds. Quartz crystal geodes
and thunder eggs mixed in sizes of 14 to 20
pounds. Unopened, and shipped prepaid for
40 cents per pound on orders of 5 pounds
or more, Correspondence invited, wholesale
lots. MARICOPA GEM AND MINERAL
MART, Box 1, Morristown, Arizona. Visi-
tors welcome. Stop and see us at Bucking
Horse Ranch, 9 miles south of Wickenburg
on Highways 60, 70, 89.

YOUR favorite cabochon mounted in Sterling
Silver or 10K Gold. Ladies Sterling rings,
$3.00 to $4.00; 10K gold from $7.50 to
$10.00. Men’s Sterling rings, $3.00 to $4.00;
10K gold, $10.00 to §12.50. Brooches, pins,
etc., reasonable. Satisfaction guaranteed.
Ring sizing and repairing. Your correspond-
ence invited. Prompt service. K. K. BROWN,
Beaver, Utah.

POLISHED SPECIMENS: 10 identified choice
pol. spec—Pet. Wd., Jasp-Ag, Turritella,
Agates, etc., all 10 for only — $2.00. STAR-
DUST GEMHOUSE, Rt. 6, Box 1113D,

Phoenix, Ariz.

EASY INSTRUCTIONS for cutting and
polishing cabochons with description of
necessary equipment sent postpaid for $1.00.
WESTERN LAPIDARY SUPPLY, 117-23rd
St., Manhattan Beach, Calif.

CARVED Jadeite Fish, $10.00. Zicrons, $2.50
carat up. Amethyst, 50 carat lot, $12.50. Black
Opal Doublets, 25 carat lot, $25.00. Crystal,
50c per carat. Precious Topaz, $7.00 per
carat. Sardonyx, $1.00 each., Small facet cut
garnets, 3 for $1.00. Amazonite Cabochons,
$3.00 doz. Turquoise, $4.00 per doz. Half
cultured pearls, $1.00. Baroque fresh water
pearls, $1.00. Lapidary supplies, arbors, sand-
ers, diamond saws, etc. Jeweler supplies, sil-
ver, chain, findings, etc. Visit our store, or
write for lists, J. J. JEWELCRAFT, 915 E.
Washington St., Pasadena 6, Calif.
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(Continued from Page 42)

Another type has concentric layers or
flat dendrites lying parallel to the short-
est circumference of the rock and ex-
tending to the center. These are usually
hard to cut as the rock will have to be
set up parallel to the largest flat layer
and a cut or two made. It will have to
be turned then to the next largest layer
or possibly the opposite side and a cut or
two taken off and so on down to the
center layers or until the dendritic moss
runs out. This may seem complicated but
some agates are almost square in shape
with dendrites lying fairly flat (as on
the four sides of a box). and some beau-
ties can be cut from these. Even some of
those that look curved to the contours of
the nodule can be saved. If the rock is
clear enough to see how they lie, a cut
can be figured out to get the largest
spray or dendrite by taking a fairly
thick slab and then trimming and grind-
ing the slab to a high oval stone. These
show the pattern to a very good advant-
age when curved and the stone ground
down so the design is near the surface.
The writer recently sawed a spray over
one inch in diameter out of a curved
nodule of this type that is a beauty.

Some flat shaped rocks having flat
deposited dendrites in layers through the
rock can be cut across the layers to get
g00d scenic effects. These dendrites have
to be quite thick and usually look as
well cut this way as they would by saw-
ing to show them flat. Some of the finest
scenes and figures are found by sawing
through the large, thickly formed den-
drites. This type is usually widely
spaced through the rock and in clear
material so each can be picked out and
the saw cuts figured to saw through the
dendrites. While it may seem a waste to
saw through a fine, thick dendrite, it
usually does give the best scenic effect.
A thic](., new saw should never be used
for this, however, as it cuts away too
much of the rock bearing fine designs.
In fact .a very thin saw will give much
hetter results on practically every type
of agate from the Yellowstone River
deposits.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Continued

HOWDY FOLKS! We'd like to get acquainted.
We'll send you postpaid a five pound selec-
tion of Texas agates including plume, tlame
moss, scenic moss and scenic nodules for
$5.00. Come to see us and the finest collec-
tion of Texas agate. EL PASO ROCK AND
LAPIDARY SUPPLY, 2401 Pittsburg St.,
El Paso, Texas. Phone Main 5338-R.

MINERALS. Set stones, rings, bracelets, hooks,
curios, coins, glass, buttons, Indian relics,
weapons, Catalogue 5¢. COWBOY LEM-
LEY, Las Cruces, New Mexico.

ARIZONA TURQUOISE. Good quality. Green
to blue-green color. $10 per pound plus post-
age. Satisfaction guaranteed. DONALD F.
CAIRNS, U.S. Fisheries Station, Leaven-
worth, Wash.

SPECIAL—On first quality sawed slabs of
agatized wood, carnelian and moss agate.
Send $5 and I will send you 35 square
inches and will include 5 orbicular jaspers
from Washington Beach. All good cabochon
material. Postage extra. HARRY ALDRICH,
Box 49, Pacific Beach, Washington.

CANADIAN WERNERITE .
apricot yellow fluorescent . . . Highly phos-
phorescent under cold quartz . . . Will
fluoresce under any wave length . . . Shows
very little or no purple . . . Available in
wholesale quantities only . . . 50 lbs. to 1000
Ibs. . . . Prices quoted on request. . . . GAR-
DEN STATE MINERALS . . . 1034 Bloom-
field Street, Hoboken, New Jersey.

CRAFT AND Lapidary Supply business for
sale. Excellent for Silversmith, Lapidary, or
Mineral Supply Company. THE SILVER
MINE, 5622 York Blvd.,, Los Angeles 42,
California,

The finest

MISSION MINERAL MART

Specimens for the Collector
Materials - Equipment - Supplies
for
The Amateur Gem Cutter
Special Help for
Students or Beginners
Hours 10 to 5
Closed Sunday and Monday
818 Fort Stockton Drive
SAN DIEGO 3, CALIFORNIA

We sincerely regret having to omit advertisements and news items that arrived
too late. Deadline for next issue on news is May 25th: on advertisements May 28.

LAPIDARY JOURNAL INC.

44

Lapidary Journal



RIPMASTE

PATENTED

Glazing Eliminated! Chipping and Flaking
Banished! . . . with Amazing New Kind of
Polishing Wheel Cement ... GRIPMASTER!

HERE is new mastery over polishing! Gripmaster contains a
secret new high-heat resisting ingredient that ends ‘‘glazing”
problems forever. Made by a special process that gives far great-
er flexibility, Gripmaster yields finer breaks when the wheel is
cracked . . . does away with chipping, flaking and chunking out.

ONE GRADE GRIPS ALL GRAINS
Address Inquiries:

Gripmaster Division, Nelson Chemicals Corp.
12345 Schaefer Highway @® Detroit 27, Mich.

LAPIDARIES WANTED

Competent lapidaries interested in stone-cutting contracts are invited to write us de-
scribing the work they are equipped to handle.

WAR SURPLUS DIAMOND EQUIPMENT

Our equipment is being used to speed production and cut costs in many large lapidaries.
Why not do the same in your shop?

DIAMOND SAWS, slightly used, Felker & Norton, 6” and 8” diameter for 58" or 12"
arbors. These blades are guaranteed to give excellent service and halve cutting costs.
Please specify arbor size...TEN BLADES FOR $5.00.

CONCAVE AND CONVEX DIAMOND WHEELS, of high-grade steel, approximately
1727 long, 1" diameter, round cutting surface, either concave or convex. Excellent for
cutting lenses, spheres, capochons, etc. from $3.00 to $10.00 each.

DIAMOND CUP-SHAPED WHEELS, 2" to 6” diameter, assorted shaft sizes up to 1”.
Cutting surface '2” many different angles . . . $5.00 to $25.00 ea. Send for our
catalogue No. 109 for a complete listing of used diamond lapidary equipment.

SYNTHETIC BOULE AND CUT STONES

These are available in the following varieties: sapphire (white, light or dark blue, yellow,
golden) ruby, blue zircon, dark aquamarine, green tourmaline, pink zircon, kunzite,
garnet, alexandrite, ultralite, peridot.

MEMORANDUM SERVICE TO:

Dealers, schools & craftworkers. A most complete stock of rough and cut gems at
your command. Magnificent star sapphires, calibrated rubies, garnets, moonstones,
hematite intaglios, tigereye cameos, black onyx, etc.

STEPHEN VARNI COMPANY

17 Maiden Lane Herbert Sussbach & Co. (Successor) New York, New York
Branch Offices: Amsterdam, Colombo, Shanghai




OPEN HOUSE SPECIAL

We know of no better way to extend Best Wishes to the new LAPI-
DARY JOURNAL than to offer an exceptional value to its First-Issue
readers and subscribers. Because we firmly believe the LAPIDARY
JOURNAL will fill a vital need in today’s and tomorrow’s lapidary
field we are glad to cooperate to the best of our ability.

Here it is! — Make Your OPEN HOUSE SELECTION!

Order one unit of “Journal” material and receive free from us an equal
amount of “Gemhouse” material.

‘“JOURNAL”’ Selections “GEMHOUSE”’ Selections
Montana Agate Arizona Jasp-Agate
California Brecciated Agate Arizona Pet. Wood
Utah Banded Agate Wyoming Turritella
Idaho Foliated Agate California Banded Jasper

You may order from the above Selections in the following package-units.
SLABS:

Unit No. 1-—10 sq. in ass’td “Journal” selection—and receive free 10
sq. in. ass’td “Gemhouse” selection—all 20 sq. in. for
only $2.50.

Unit No. 2—10 gq. in. of any one “Journal” selection—and receive free
10 sq. in in any one “Gemhouse” selection—all 20
8q. in. for only $2.50.

BLANKS:

Unit No. 3—8 ring-size blanks of ass’td “Journal” selection—and re-
ceive free 8 ring-size blanks of “Gemhouse” selec-
tion—all 16 for only $2.50,

Unit No. 4—38 ring-size blanks of any one “Journal” selection—and
receive free 8 ring-size blanks of “Gemhouse” selec-
tion—all 16 for only $2.50.

PREFORMS:

Unit No. 56 ring-size preforms of ass’td “Journal” selection—and
receive free 6 ring-size preforms of “Gemhouse” selec-
tion—all 12 for $2.50.

Unit No. 6—6 ring-size preforms of any one “Journal” selection—and
receive free 6 ring-size preforms of “Gemhouse” selec-
tion—all 12 for only $2.50.

(Fed. Tax included in above, where applicable)

IN ADDITION, if you will mention in your order to us that you are now
a subscriber of the LAPIDARY JOURNAL, we will include a choice
CABOCHON out of our stock for you. (We receive no fee for subscribers
but we hope we know a good thing when we see it and we naturally want
you to share it.)

By the way, if you're interested in what we consider the best lapidary
equipment today, we’ll gladly advise you to the best of our knowledge.

STARDUST GEMHOUSE
Phoenix, Arizona Rt. 6, Box 1113D

Note: The above offers are limited to material on hand or readily available.
Don’t wait too long. :




